
 

Issue 23: October 2013 

 

As you will know, we started work on the breach for the site in September. This work 

is now complete. 

We are very pleased with how the breach went and how the site is looking.  

Please find below two photos taken shortly after the breach, showing the site on a 

high spring tide. You’ll see that, as had been modelled, the sea doesn’t even reach 

most of the new banks. 

Photo1: Looking west over Medmerry, with Selsey (top right) and Pagham Harbour 

(top left). 

 

 

 



Photo 2: Looking southwest, with Ham (bottom right) and West Sands (top left) 

  

Completion of construction  

With the flood bank and breach work complete, our focus is now on the footpaths, 

tracks, signage and landscaping work. You may also see some construction 

machines finishing off the final channel shaping work and higher areas within the 

flood bank area. 

We will have completed the majority of this work by early-mid November. We plan to 

open the footpaths and bridleways for public use before the end of November, 

although given the recent wet weather it is possible certain sections may not be 

ready by that time. We will send you an update on this in early November. 

When the main construction work has been completed, control of the site will be 

handed from our contractor, to the Environment Agency and then to the RSPB, who 

will manage it on behalf of the Environment Agency.  The Environment Agency will 

retain responsibility for the outfalls, main drainage ditches and maintaining the flood 

bank. 

RSPB Management Plan 

With such a newly-formed and large scheme like this, there is much detail to be 

included in a Management Plan, and we don’t expect the RSPB to have completed it 

the moment they take over management. However, we know they are working hard 

on the plan. The plan will be signed off by RSPB, the Environment Agency and 

Natural England, but the RSPB will bring it to MStAG before that happens.  



Fencing 

We have had some feedback regarding the fencing that has been erected as part of 

the Environment Agency’s Landscape Master Plan, for which we obtained planning 

permission in 2011. We thought it would be useful to explain why fencing is required. 

We need to manage the grasslands habitats inside the banks. The most appropriate 

way of doing this is with stock grazing, which means the land will continue to 

contribute to local food production. Livestock farming will be carried out on the higher 

pieces of land within the new flood bank and sheep may sometimes be grazed on 

the flood bank itself at certain times of the year. 

To effectively and safely manage livestock, it is important to have fences in the 

correct places and for this to have a top strand of barbed wire. We have been careful 

to drop the line of the fence below eyeline. The fences will soften in appearance over 

time as the grass grows and Medmerry matures. 

There is a small risk to deer, but they are usually able to safely jump the fence or 
jump over gates. The biggest risk to the deer is if they are panicked into jumping the 
fences, especially if chased, another good reason to keep dogs under close control.  
 

 
Further information  
 
If you have any questions about the project or any of the information covered in this 
update please email the project team on: medmerry@environment-agency.gov.uk  
Alternatively you can contact our public liaison officer, Jacqui Bandy, on 07917 
048912.  
 
If you would like to be taken off the distribution list for the Medmerry e-update, 
please let us know by replying to this email. If you know anyone who would like to 
receive this e-update please ask them to contact this email address.  
 
Colin Maplesden  
Project Manager 


