
 

 
 

Issue 24: November 2013 
 
Welcome to the Medmerry scheme email update. This issue contains details about public 
access for the scheme and the work we are carrying out to complete this. 
 
 
Summary: Public access at Medmerry 

 Wet weather has hampered completion of public paths at Medmerry 

 The beach is now open, but please use with care 

 We have opened one footpath on the east side of the scheme 

 We are working to open some more footpaths this winter 

 At the moment no horse and cycle access is permitted, we are currently reviewing 
whether some cycle and horse access will be possible over the winter 

 For the latest situation please refer to the attached public access map and our 
website 

 The car parks remain closed, but are likely to open in the New Year. 

 The complete set of cycling, horse riding routes and footpaths will open in summer 
2014. 

 The Environment Agency remains in control of the site until all works are complete, 
although the RSPB will help us run it over the next 6 months. The RSPB will then 
take over control and will manage the wildlife habitats and access and we will 
continue to manage the flood defences. 

Who to contact:  

 If you have any questions about the Medmerry scheme please email 
medmerry@environment-agency.gov.uk or contact our public liaison officer on 07917 
048912. You can also contact the Environment Agency on 03708 506506.  

 If you are intending to visit Medmerry and would like more information, please 
contact RSPB, email Medmerry@rspb.org.uk or ring on 01243 641508.  
 

Please pass this information on to anyone interested in Medmerry. 
 
 
Full e-update 
Following our October 2013 email update, we thought it worth updating you on progress on 
the footpaths, access tracks and landscaping work at Medmerry. 
 
Unfortunately, the wet weather in October and November means that we have yet to 
complete all of the public access elements of the scheme.  
 
We have opened one footpath route as shown on the attached map. 
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Despite the wet weather, we are working to open a few more footpaths this winter. It will be 
really important to keep to the permitted footpath routes to avoid damage to the tracks and to 
allow establishment of the grass on the flood bank.  
 
At the moment there is no bicycle or horse access allowed at Medmerry as the surfaces just 
aren’t suitable at present. We are currently reviewing whether some cycle and horse access 
will be possible over the winter. 
 
We plan to open the car parks early next year. 
 
Please refer to our website which will show the latest situation regarding public access, 
including maps showing where you can go.   
 
Completion of public access 
In December, the Environment Agency will stop work for the winter period and return in late 
spring to complete the remaining paths, tracks and landscaping work. The complete set of 
cycling, horse riding routes and footpaths will open in summer 2014.  
 
Beach access 
Access along the beach from the two new rock structures to the breach is now possible.   
 
Please be aware that this section of beach is changing as it is now unmaintained. At 
times, change can be on a daily basis as the beach lowers and flattens in profile. 
Some steeper sections of shingle may be less stable than other areas.  
 
Care is also advised near to the tidal channel that forms the breach point. Please keep your 
distance from any flowing channel and do not attempt to cross the breach area. It is also 
advised to avoid using this section of beach completely during high tides and stormy 
conditions. 
 
Site responsibility 
Until all the access routes are complete next year, the site will remain under the control of 
the Environment Agency’s contractors, Team Van Oord.  
 
However, the RSPB will be active on site on our behalf, helping to monitor the site, 
undertaking hedgerow planting, managing the tenant farmers and the various other 
monitoring activities taking place. 
 
The Environment Agency Operations Team will also visit site regularly to check on the flood 
defence elements. 
 
Further information  
If you have any questions about the project or any of the information covered in this update 
please email the project team on: medmerry@environment-agency.gov.uk  
Alternatively you can contact our public liaison officer, on 07917 048912. You can also 
contact the Environment Agency on 03708 506506. 
 
If you would like to be taken off the distribution list for the Medmerry e-update, please let us 
know by replying to this email. If you know anyone who would like to receive this e-update 
please ask them to contact this email address.  
 
 
Colin Maplesden 
Project Manager  


