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About the SWMPs… 
West Sussex County Council has appointed CH2M HILL 
to develop Surface Water Management Plans (SWMPs) 
in five locations. These are: 

• Lavant Valley 
• Easebourne 
• Lancing 
• Manhood Peninsula 
• Chichester 

This is the third edition of our SWMP newsletter.  It 
provides an update on the work that has been carried 
out in the last two months on the Lavant, Easebourne 
and Lancing studies.   

If you missed the previous newsletters, you can catch up 
by emailing: operationwatershed@westsussex.gov.uk 

 

Easebourne 
The draft report for the Easebourne study has been 
produced and we are currently updating the report 
following feedback from colleagues within West Sussex 
County Council, the Environment Agency and South 
Downs National Park Association (SDNPA). The draft 
report sets out a series of possible options to reduce 
flood risk to people, property and infrastructure in 
Easebourne including: 

• ensuring key locations in the drainage network 
are well maintained; 

• works to improve flow on the River Ez on 
Easebourne Street near Wick Lane; 

• improvements to the grille on the River Ez near 
the road junction of Easebourne Street and the 
A272; 

• upstream measures to reduce soil erosion; 
• individual property protection measures, and; 
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• measures to route excess surface water flows 
away from properties and the key road network 
through Easebourne. 

A revised version of the report will be produced by mid-
November 2014. Once this is ready we will meet other 
key stakeholders including Easebourne Parish Council 
to discuss the findings of our work.  

Lavant Valley  
The Lavant Study started in April 2014, and a draft 
report was issued to West Sussex County Council in 
September 2014. The report identifies a series of 
measures to reduce flood risk through capital works or 
improved maintenance, and clarifies emergency 
responses within key villages in response to high 
groundwater and river levels in the Upper Lavant Valley.   

We have received comments from colleagues within 
West Sussex County Council on the draft report, and will 
subsequently be consulting with the Environment 
Agency and Southern Water to seek feedback on the 
draft report. 

We are hoping to attend a meeting of the Lavant Valley 
Partnership in the near future to discuss our findings and 
seek feedback from local residents. 

 

 

Lancing 
Our programme of work for Lancing runs from May 2014 
to February 2015. Since the last newsletter in August 
2014 we have:  

• held surgery sessions with key stakeholders and 
local residents on 24th October to gain a better 
understanding of flooding in Lancing; 

• attended a Flood Watch meeting on 25th October 
to brief local communities about the SWMP, and; 

• undertaken site visits and walkover surveys in 
October 2014 to survey key locations within the 
catchment. 

Following the site visits and stakeholder sessions we will 
be planning any additional site survey requirements (e.g. 
CCTV Survey) to enhance the evidence base for the 
study. These surveys will take place in November and 
December 2014. In early 2015 we will be finalising the 
evidence base and identifying actions to manage flood 
risk within Lancing. Our report will be available in Spring 
2015. 

Manhood Peninsula  
This project is programmed to run from July 2014 to 
February 2015. In mid-October 2014 we held a two day 
consultation with the majority of parish councils within 
the Manhood Peninsula to gather additional data on 
flooding issues within each parish and the actions taken 
or required to reduce the impacts of flooding. Following 
this consultation our plan is to focus our future 
investigations in the most vulnerable areas and seek to 
develop a co-ordinated action plan to manage flood risk 
across the Manhood Peninsula. We are proposing some 
site visits in mid-November 2014, and will be presenting 
some initial findings to the Manhood Peninsula 
Partnership in December 2014. 

Chichester 
The Chichester study has been programmed to 
commence in November 2014. Watch out for an update 
in the next newsletter in December 2014.

 

Contact us… 
For further information, please contact Peter 
Smith (peter.smith@westsussex.gov.uk) at 
West Sussex County Council. 

River Lavant at The Leys, Singleton (a key location 
for maintenance) 

mailto:peter.smith@westsussex.gov.uk

