
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Novium Museum, Chichester 
 

If you and/or relatives and friends haven’t seen the LSA exhibition at the Novium – you have 
until the end of April. The Novium is in Tower Street, Chichester and admission is free.   
The exhibition is on the first floor and there is a lift available for those who may need it. 
 

More exciting news . . . . . . . .  
 

The Weald & Downland Museum, Singleton 
 
As I mentioned in the last Bulletin (October 2016) after the exhibition closes at The Novium the 
LSA story will continue to be told at the Weald & Downland Museum.  
 
A former LSA house is due for demolition once a new house currently being built to replace it is 
complete. However, it will now be dismantled and stored at the Weald & Downland Museum, to 
be re-erected once funding becomes available. This particular house already has amazing links 
to the museum as it was the home of Godfrey Shirt, LSA Central Services Manager, who was 
actively involved in the early days of the museum as LSA lorries were used to transport the 
demolished buildings to the museum site. Godfrey was also a volunteer guide and has a bench 
dedicated to him in the museum grounds.  
 

It may also be possible to re-locate other former LSA buildings at the museum. This is a great 
opportunity to commemorate and celebrate the LSA as part of our national heritage at a local 
level permanently – watch this space. 
 
Talking of LSA properties, some of you may be aware that Charlie and Mary Roe (No 82 
Fletchers) have recently moved into their piggery and chicken battery – not literally, but onto the 
footprint of the former LSA buildings. 
 

LSA Archives 
 
The ‘chapel’ next to the Batchmere Hut in Almodington had a harmonium. Some former tenants 
remember ‘God Save The King’ being played in the1940s. More recently (in 1990s?) it was 
played at a garden party by Jonathan Wilcox, the conductor of the Chichester Singers and 
National Women's Institute Choir. His father was Sir David Wilcox, the conductor and 
composer. 
 
We have that harmonium and a wooden vegetable box with the LSA Sidlesham stamp. . . . . . 
and with your help other LSA archives could have a permanent home at the Weald and 
Downland Museum. So start rummaging!         
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‘Returned North’ 
 

Sidlesham School Admissions Register has been a fantastic source of names for the early 
tenants. However, several of the ex-miners and shipbuilders were unable to adapt to the new 
way of life and, as the entry in the register states, ‘returned north’ I have contacted several local 
history societies in the north east of England trying to trace these families as I have the names 
of children, dates of birth and in some cases, their former school address. But to date no 
success until . . . . . . an email via the website about the photo of the original tenants in front of 
Keynor Hut.  ‘My grandmother is sitting on the grass and mother (as a child) is sitting on her 
lap. Our family name is Purcell where did we live?’  
 
The answer was in the Schools Admissions Register – No 35 Ruth and Ada started school in , 
September 1936, having previously attended St Bedes RC School in Jarrow. Alice was 
admitted in April 1937. The family ‘left the district’ in July 1937. 
 
‘The family actually moved back to the North East as my Grandmother could not settle in the 
area, she missed  the family and I think from things she used to say to me that she did not like 
living in the country with the animals in and out of the house’. (Joyce Cross, Grand daughter) 
Joyce will be in Selsey in September and I look forward to showing her where her family used 
to live. 

The LSA story continues to be told . . . . 
 

The LSA story has been told to Birdham History Society, Selsey WI, Birdham WI, Chichester 
History Society, West Sussex Archives Society, Earnley Parish, Friends of Chichester 
Cathedral, Bognor Local History Society, Walberton History Local Society, Chichester Organic 
Gardening Club & DEFRA. 
 

Bookings for 2017:  
Felpham WI (June), Yapton & Ford Local History Group (July) & Chichester U3A (October) 

............................................................................................ 
 

Heritage Trail leaflet 
 

Copies of the trail leaflets (£1.00) are now available from the RSPB Visitor 
Centre, West Sussex Libraries, the West Sussex Records Office and the 
Novium Museum. 
 

Alternatively contact me direct and I can deliver (locally!) 
........................................................................................... 
 

 

Thank you for all your continued support and assistance with this project. 
 

Contact: Bill Martin      billm89@hotmail.com    01243 641154 
 

  

 


