
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Can you spare a day or two? 

 
To up-to-date you on the dismantling of the LSA house en route to the Weald and Downland 
Museum. 
 
The house is now empty and museum staff have started this week to strip the inside. 
Scaffolding will be erected and next week specialist staff will take the roof off.  
 
The earliest volunteers will be required on site is Tuesday 21st September. 
 
6 of you have already volunteered to help and have been added to the museum’s register in 
respect of Health & Safety and insurance. 
 
Please let me know If any more of you can spare some time towards the end of September 
and/or into October, for more than one day, but not necessarily daily! Your names will need to 
be added to the register. 
 

 
 
Meanwhile the LSA exhibition continues at the Novium Museum in Chichester. 
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The Admissions Register for Sidlesham School have been a fantastic source of information, 
giving not only the LSA address and the name of the parent but also, if their child was at school 
before coming to Sidlesham, their previous location. 
  
The volume up to April 1938 gave me 114 names, 20 of whom ‘returned north’. 
I am now researching the 1938-1948 volume – 80 more names so far (up to April 1939), 22 of 
whom ‘returned north’ or to South Wales. 
All these names are being added to the ‘stories’ of each house and the ‘people’ sections of the 
website: www.sidleshamheritagetrail.co.uk 
 
Despite contacting several local history groups in the north-east as well as the Newcastle 
Chronicle I have only managed to make contact with one family who ‘returned north’. Probably 
not surprising as an experience for a few months in a long life would probably not have been 
passed onto later generations. However, next week Joyce Smith (who contacted me via the 
website) returns to Sidlesham where her grandfather Thomas Purcell was tenant at No 35 in 
1936 before ‘returning north’ because ‘his wife couldn’t stand the animals coming in and out of 
the house’! 
 
I am still short of a few first names if you can help? 
 

No 4 - JW Chapman (1970/80s),   9   ? & Molly Ogden (1958-76)  RJ Hutchins 1980s 
11 - AH Bowden (1970s), Gleadle (1970s) & Stride (1980s) 
19 - Worley (1970s)    21 - E Brockley (Original – 70s?) 
25 H Weston (1970s)   31 ? Appleton (early days in charge of shire horses) 
32 Rowlands (1960s)   40 Simmons (1960s)  
41 JE Freeman (1950s-60s)  44 PA Johns (1960s) 
55 Bright (1950s)    60 Voss (Original -2000s) 
63 FR Mansbridge 1970s  - Jack Manbrdige (father?) was at 78 in 1950s 
70 CA Holley (1950s-60s) &  Boatman (1970s) 
79 SR Lacey (1959-67)    
85 AP Marsh (1957-77)  Johnny?  119 ? Manning (1960s) 
131 R Lewis (original – 1967) Joseph Lewis in School Register in 1940 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for all your continued support and assistance with this project. 
 

Contact: Bill Martin      billm89@hotmail.com    01243 641154 
 

  
 
 
 

 




