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Earnley Parish Council 
www.earnleypc.org Skype: earnley.pc email: clerk@earnleypc.org 01243 203040 

1 Charlmead East Wittering Chichester West Sussex PO20 8DN  

IN THIS ISSUE :  Plus more …World War One, Knotty 

Problem, Westhampnett Tip and much more  

 
 

The Parish Council has recently adopted a logo in which we 
have tried to represent as many of the features of our beautiful 
Parish as possible.  We are very pleased with the results and 
would like to thank  Tim Budgen for kindly donating his time 
and skills to provide us with such a beautiful logo  
 

For more information on Tim see https://timbudgen.com/ 
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Autumn greetings to our 
residents  
 
Welcome to our community newsletter  

 
 

Recycling Service Dates at Marine 
Drive Car Park  

 
 

Open from 8.15—15.00  
11th October 22nd November  
 
25th October 6th December  
 
8th November 20th December  
 
   3rd January 2019 

We are very sorry to have to accept Chris Charter’s 
letter of resignation due to serious ill health.  He has 
been on the parish council for five years, in that time he 
has been Chairman of the Planning Committee and Vice 
Chairman of the Council.  He was a lead member in 
helping produce the Parish Five Year Plan. Following 
on from this he took the lead in Objective 1; to ensure 
that people drive within the speed limits within Earnley 
Parish.  This project is just about to come to fruition and 
it is a such a shame that Chris is unable to see this 
through to completion.  In his role as Chairman of the 
Planning Committee he has been liaising with 
Sidlesham Parish Council to with regard to Part Q 
applications in the Land Settlement Association area to 
try and encourage Chichester District Council to 
ensures class Q applications fully comply with the 
regulations.  
 
A27. The Parish Council has been represented at all the 
West Sussex Community Workshops and the output 
from the Community workshops was fed to the external 
consultants, Systra.  Systra have developed two 
proposals; the “mitigated northern concept” and the 
“full south concept” which Highways England are 
evaluating.  The analysis is due to be available toward 
the end of September/October.  
 
I would like to thank Robert Carey for his flood relief 
work and the significant work that has taken place to 
divert potential flood water in Almodington.  

Chairman Briefing  

The annual meeting of the parish electors is a vehicle to 
hold the parish council to account and suggest areas 
that you would like us to focus on.  We had 
progressively been building up attendance over the 
years and it was therefore very disappointing that only 
nine residents attended, which mainly consisted of 
spouses of the councillors!  We would therefore really 
like to understand why you did not attend.  
Furthermore, with Chris’ departure we now have a 
vacancy on the Parish Council.  Is this something you 
would be interested in?  
 
The recent grass verge cutting seems to have improved 
over the previous year, but we still have an issue with 
overhanging trees and shrubs etc.  We would be keen to 
have your views on additional highway verge clearance 
of overhanging trees , bushes etc.  

Keith Martin  
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Your Parish Council 
 

 Sandy Simpson  
 07387081857 
 s.simpson@earnleypc.org 
 

Keith Martin 
07940569643 
k.martin@earnleypc.org 

Vacancy  
 
 
 
 
Robert Carey  
07796379756 
r.carey@earnleypc.org 

John Stant  
01243 670227 
j.stant@earnleypc.org 
 
Louise Chater  
01243 203040 
clerk@earnleypc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flood Relief and Ditch Maintenance 
The Parish Council has recently completed a project to divert flood water across Batchmere Road into the 
ditch system on farmland to the east.  The great benefit here is that if we were to experience again the 
storms and flooding of June 2012, excess water would be diverted away from homes in Almodington.  
The parish is grateful for the support and co-operation of Easton Farm Partnership, the Environment 
Agency, and for funding from the County Council’s Operation Watershed initiative. 
 
Your Parish Council is also looking at other flood relief projects in collaboration with the Manhood Wildlife 
and Heritage Group.  Our aim is not only to improve drainage but also to provide a better and sustainable 
habitat for local wildlife. 
 
We have had reports of dumping of grass cuttings and other waste into local ditches.  This is an offence 
and carries a potential fine.  Blocked ditches cause flooding and therefore Earnley Parish Council will be 
looking in the future to set up a group of local volunteers to monitor ditches in the parish and to carry out 
simple clearance work.  If you are interested in helping please contact our parish clerk. 

World War One Commemoration  
 
11th November 2018 is One Hundred years since the end of World War One and the Parish 
Council is in the process of arranging a commemorative event.  More information on this will 
follow shortly but we hope you will be able to join us.  
 
The Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust are busy preparing the commemorative plaque and 
this will be ready to be installed in the Medmerry Car park in due course.  For more 
information on the disused airfield please see 
http://www.abct.org.uk/airfields/airfield-finder/earnley/ 



 

earnleypc.org Earnley Parish Council Newsletter  Autumn 2018  4 

Meet PCSO Jason 
Lemm 
 
PCSO Lemm is a 
member of the 
Prevention Team 
for East Wittering 
and the 
surrounding 
villages.  He 
recently attended the Parish Council 
meeting to provide the Parish Council with 
an update on the issues within the Parish.   
He asked that we share the local team email 
address which  will often allow for a 
prompter response by a team member: 
ArunandChichester.Localteam@sussex.pnn.
police.uk  This email address does not 
replace 999 in an emergency but enables 
you to contact the police about local 
concerns and issues.  
 
Sussex Police are able to give a presentation 

on Scams and Rouge Traders.  It takes 

between 45 mins to 1 hour. 

The presentation covers a number of the 

most prevalent scams, these being courier 

fraud, computer fraud and investment 

fraud. It then covers  door-to-door rogue 

traders and how to get rid of them and a 

short input on trading standards. 

Finally they will show a  short DVD of 

approximately 10 minutes giving real life 

examples of victims of fraud.   

At the end of the presentation they will 

provide you with scam books along with 

door stickers which will put off any cold 

caller.  

Would you be interested in attending this 

presentation? If so please call the clerk on 

01243 203040 or email 

clerk@earnleypc.org  

P.S. I have seen the video and it is shocking: 

the figures involved and the lengths these 

scammers will go to.  Louise 

 

Lets Adopt An Area. 

 
 

Chichester District Council are asking all 
Parishes to consider getting involved and 
adopting an area in their Parish to be 
responsible for by keeping it tidy and free 
from litter. This might be a pavement, a 
footpath, play area, green space, village or 
any area that residents feel needs adopting in 
their Parish.  
 
By adopting an area we would be committed 
to:  
- encouraging residents to be part of the 
community and taking pride in their local 
surroundings.   
- reporting to  Chichester District Council 
any fly tipping. 
- reporting any extensive littering in our area 
or dog fouling. 
- helping to keep the Parish clean and tidy by 
joining in a community litter pick, which 
Earnley does regularly. All volunteers are 
very welcome to join us. 
 
We would very much welcome your ideas as 
to which areas in Earnley you would like to 
adopt. We would also be most grateful for 
more volunteers to join us for our regular 
litter picks. 
 
Please contact Louise Chater your parish 
clerk on clerk@earnleypc.org with your 
suggestions.  
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Earnley Concourse  
has been sold …. 

Road Safety 
 
We are negotiating with WSCC Highways 
Dept to install white village gateways and 
increased road markings to help reduce 
speeding within the village. These will be 
funded from a charge made to the 
developers of the new houses in Clappers 
Lane. We also hope to enhance the village 
triangle with some flower tubs to increase 
the feeling of narrowing roads. 
 
There is now an opportunity to join in with 
the Sussex Police Community Speed Watch 
programme. This has local volunteers, 
trained to use speed detection devices, 
monitoring motorists speed. Speeding 
motorists are contacted by the Police in a 
series of escalating ways. See https://
sussex.police.uk/media/5516/appendix-c-to-
895.pdf for more details.  To take part we 
will need at least 4 volunteers who can 
participate for at least an hour a week and 
undertake the training.  It would be ideal to 
have one group for Almodington Lane and 
one for Clappers Lane as our most observed 
speeding-prone sites. If you would like to 
participate please send your details to 
Louise, our Parish Clerk. 

A KNOTTY PROBLEM 

 
It isn’t just cold wind that comes to us from the 
east. There’s also Fallopia Japonica – Japanese 
Knotweed.  Its young shoots are edible – 
though with a taste “like sour rhubarb” it’s hard 
to see why, its flowers are attractive to bees, 
and in its native lands it is used in traditional 
medicine for its supposed pain-killing 
properties. Unfortunately, it is also one of the 
most invasive species on the planet, and it can 
be found in our parish. 
 
It is not easy to identify, because it is similar to 
the Russian Vine and several other plants. 
Young leaves have red veins, young shoots 
look a bit like asparagus and larger stems (they 
can grow to 3 metres tall) resemble bamboo. 
 
The first plants were brought to this country in 
Victorian times and it became a popular garden 
and park plant because it can and will grow 
anywhere, and quickly. This brings problems of 
bio-diversity, the clogging of waterways and 
damage to property, the last to such an extent 
that mortgage lenders see the presence of 
knotweed on or near a property as a reason for 
refusing a loan. 
 
Japanese Knotweed forms an extensive root-
network which makes removal a long and 
costly project – it cost £70 million to clear 10 
acres of the London Olympic Games site, and 
the government estimates that a national 
eradication programme would cost more than 
£1.5 billion.  
 
If you find Japanese Knotweed, it needs to be 
dealt with sooner rather than later. While you 
don’t have to report it on your own land, you 
could be fined if it spreads to your neighbours’. 
What you SHOULD NOT do, is dig it up, 
because disposing of it is illegal except in a 
certified landfill site. Personally I like the 
anecdotal solution of goats to eat the visible 
parts followed by pigs to grub out the roots; but 
I appreciate that this would create havoc in a 
garden and considerable traffic problems 
around Earnley Church! So seek professional 
advice if you have a problem on your own 
property, and if you see it elsewhere tell the 
landowner if you can. 
 
A useful website for information is: 
www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-japanese-
knotweed-from-spreading. 

VERGE CUTTING 

 

Those of you who were at the Annual Parish Meeting 

earlier in the year may remember that we expressed 

concern as to how WSCC had managed the verge cutting 

in the parish in the past. This year has seen an enormous 

improvement however, so we will not go forward with a 

plan for a survey to learn all your views. If you have any 

concerns, thoughts or observations though, please let us 

know: we always want to know what you think about 

issues that concern the village. 

to Summix Developments Ltd who are 
planning to redevelop the site.  The Parish 
Council is hoping to engage with new owners 
at the earliest opportunity and will encourage 
them to consult with the residents at the 
earliest stages of any proposed development.  

https://sussex.police.uk/media/5516/appendix-c-to-895.pdf
https://sussex.police.uk/media/5516/appendix-c-to-895.pdf
https://sussex.police.uk/media/5516/appendix-c-to-895.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-japanese-knotweed-from-spreading
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-japanese-knotweed-from-spreading
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Annual Meeting of Electors  

It is with much sadness that the Parish Council 
has recently accepted the letter of resignation 
from Chris Charter.   
 
Therefore the Parish Council is now looking to 
co-opt a new parish councillor.  Would you be 
interested in joining us…. 
 
We are looking to co-opt a new councillor: 
• Do you want to serve your Community?   
• Do you have time or expertise which 

could benefit your Community?   
• Do you want to make a difference to all 

those around you?  
• Are you concerned about your local 

area?  
• Do you want to represent the views of 

local people?  
If you would like to make a difference, 
and be involved in shaping the future 
of your local Community, why not step 
forward and apply to become a Parish 

Councillor? 

  Changes at Westhampnett Tip  

From 1 October 2018  

The tip will be open 9am—16.00 but 
most importantly will be CLOSED on 
Tuesdays  

In addition….. West Sussex residents who 
drive a commercial-type vehicle will need 
to have a permit to dispose of their 
household waste at County Council 
recycling sites.  You will also need to have 
photo ID to confirm that it is your vehicle, 
if you don’t have photo ID you will need 
your paper driving licence and a copy of  a 
household bill.  

The permit will apply to anyone who uses 
a van, pickup or single axle trailer and will 
be available to West Sussex residents only. 

In addition, some vehicles will no longer 
be allowed to use HWRSs. Restricted 
vehicles include: 

• multi axle trailers, 

• horse boxes, 

• tipper trucks, 

• flatbed or dropside trucks, luton type 
vans. 

 
To find out more visit 
www.westsussex.gov.uk/permitscheme 
 
 

On 17th May we held the Annual Meeting of Electors 
where we had the opportunity to hear all about what the 
Parish Council had achieved, a fascinating talk on Gin Pro-
duction as well as a the chance to  sample Brilliant Gin 
Company wares.  We also held a quiz with a champagne 
prize.  The only thing that was missing was the audience!  
 
Can you tell us why you didn’t attend?   
What we can do differently? 
What time would be best for you?  
 
 
 
It is really important to us that you  come along to this 
meeting so that you can find out what is going on where 
you live and have an enjoyable evening.  
 
Please email us on clerk@earnleypc.org, call 203040 or 
have a chat with your nearest councillor so we can find out 
what we need to change.  

Land Settlement Association Survey..  
 
To gain a better understanding of the Parish the Parish 
Council is in the process of carrying out a survey to 
ascertain how many of the LSA properties remain 
active as agricultal/horticultor sites and the number of 
buildings on the sites that are in use and the number of 
buildings on the sites that are redundant.   

http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/permitscheme

