Earnley Parish Council
www.earnleypc.org
Skype: earnley.pc
email: clerk@earnleypc.org
1 Charlmead East Wittering Chichester West Sussex PO20 8DN

01243 203040

You are invited to 2019 Annual Meeting of Electors
Bracklesham Barn, Beech Avenue, Bracklesham
On Thursday 21st March 2019 at 7pm

Come and find out what is happening where you live….
Earnley Concourse
Update on initiatives nearing completion
Presentation by Jane Reeve, Manhood
Wildlife Project

We seek your views and ideas for the coming year in your parish

IN THIS ISSUE : The Worst Sort of Litter Lout,
Witterings Community Minibus
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Spring greetings to our
residents

Gas Connection in
Almodington

Welcome to our community newsletter
Chairman Briefing
It was much sadness that after a short illness we
recently attended Chris’ funeral. Chris was a
valued member of the parish council who felt
strongly about the environment and the traffic in
the parish, and we look forward to completing
the village gateway and planter projects in due course .
Chris was also the was Vice Chairman of the Parish
Council and Chairman of Planning Committee and worked
hard in both these roles. Sandy Simpson has taken on the
role of Chairman of the Planning Committee and Robert is
the Vice Chairman of the Council
We look forward to welcoming you to the Annual Meeting
of Electors on 21st March from the articles in this
newsletter you can see the Parish Council has been very
active over the past few months. We will be updating you
on your key concerns from Survey which informed the
objectives for Earnley Parish Plan 2016-2021, including
updates on Traffic Calming, Speed Cameras, flood
prevention

We will update you on the meetings we have had with the
new owners of Earnley Concourse and we hope to be able
to provide you with more information on the evening.
Followed by a presentation from Jane Reeve, Manhood
Wildlife and Heritage Group on the environmental projects
carried out in the Parish
We would like to welcome John Williams onto the Council.
John lives in Bookers Lane Somerely. John moved to
Sidlesham in 1949 and in the summer holidays worked on
the LSA and for the local farmers. John has a deep interest
in maintaining the rural nature of where we live, in the
face of the increasing pressure of housing.

Following requests from parishioners,
Earnley Parish Council has been
speaking with Southern Gas
Networks (SGN) about the possibility
of extending the main gas connection,
or what SGN calls an “infill scheme”,
to parts of Almodington village
currently not covered. At present the
gas main extends to the corner of
Third Avenue where it meets
Batchmere Road, with the rest of
Third Avenue and all the village up to
First Avenue with no mains gas
supply.
There will of course be a cost: for
those along Third Avenue and nearby
an indicative cost may be in the
region of £800 to £1,000 per
household; for those living further
north the costs may well be in excess
of £1,500 or more. However, the cost
could be even higher because it really
does depend on how many residents
sign up; the lower the number, the
higher the cost. The cost would
include a gas connection to your
house and an outside “bolt on” gas
meter box, but all other costs,
including internal piping, would be the
responsibility of the homeowner.
If you live in Almodington and are
interested in signing up please let the
parish clerk know, giving the
homeowners name and postal
address, including post code.

Keith Martin Chairman Earnley Parish Council
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EARNLEY VOLUNTEERS
Since our last Newsletter we have had two volunteer events.
At Christmas we decided that we would like to collect food items to donate to the Food Bank and an email was
sent to all residents that have given us permission to communicate with them via email. A huge thank you to
everyone who contributed. We are also most grateful to Frances Barkowiak, Earnley resident, who helped Sandy
Simpson ( Councillor ) collect all food parcels from Earnley residents. We collected enough food to fill the boot of
a car and back seat.

On Wednesday 13th February a gathering of approximately 20 residents met at
Earnley church to litter pick throughout Earnley. Approximately 25 bags of rubbish
were collected. After the litter pick we all met at Earnley church for coffee and cakes.
Thanks to everyone who has helped to keep Earnley free of litter. As a consequence of
the litter pick we now have on loan from Chichester District Council,
Take Your Litter Home signs displayed throughout Earnley.

We are always looking for more volunteers and should you wish to help us with our next projects then
please let Louise Chater , Parish Clerk know or Sandy Simpson..

Parish Council Elections
The Parish Council elections take place every four years and the next elections are due to take
place on 2nd May 2019 and the polling station will be open from 7am—10pm
If you are interested in standing for election please come along to the annual meeting of electors
to find out more about what is involved. Nomination papers are available from the Parish Council
Offices if you would like to collect a nomination pack please email or call the clerk to arrange an
appointment to collect the papers.

Your Parish Council
Sandy Simpson
07387081857
s.simpson@earnleypc.org
Keith Martin
07940569643
k.martin@earnleypc.org
earnleypc.org

John Williams
01243 513671
j.williams@earnleypc.org

Robert Carey
07796379756
r.carey@earnleypc.org
Earnley Parish Council Newsletter

John Stant
01243 670227
j.stant@earnleypc.org
Louise Chater
01243 203040
clerk@earnleypc.org
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The Worst Sort of
Litter Lout
As I write this at the
end of February I
have just finished
the 15-monthly inspection of the parish’s
footpaths, our wonderful group of volunteers
has just done a litter pick round the parish, and
many of you will have seen the signs dotted
around the village warning of the penalties for
littering.

To be fair to our walkers, I was as impressed by
the lack of litter on the footpaths as all the
volunteers were appalled by the amount of litter
left on the roadsides and in the ditches. And the
worst of this? Dog mess in plastic bags: in
hedges, attached to tree branches, by one of the
seats in Eagles’ Wood, on the churchyard gate,
or just left on a grass verge.
If I may address the person or people
responsible: why? Who do you think is going to
clear up after you? Me? Other dog walkers? The
litter-pickers? No. They should not have to do it;
it’s your responsibility. It’s not as if there’s a
problem. If you don’t want to take the mess away
to dispose of it, make sure it isn’t a hazard for
anyone else and leave it to degrade naturally, as
has been done in the countryside as long as dogs
have been walked. And remember, to leave litter
in this form as in any other is an offence bringing
with it a fine of upto £2500. Well-deserved in my
opinion. in Eagles’ Wood, on the churchyard gate,
or just left on a grass verge.
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So your New Year resolutions are
just fading memories. Salve your
conscience – come and drive for us.
Witterings Community Minibus
We always needs new drivers. We are an
organisation, based in East Wittering,
that runs a minibus for the elderly and
disabled in the west Manhood peninsula,
established in 1973 and run entirely by
volunteers. We are sometimes confused
with the Manhood Mobility Volunteer
Service which is a completely different
operation.
We have set runs that take our members
to various social events, health meetings
and on shopping trips. We are very keen
to recruit more drivers as the
maintenance of our service obviously
depends on having drivers. Nearly all
our drivers are retired men but that is not
a requirement. Our minibus can be
driven on a normal car licence and no
special qualifications are required. Our
drivers normally drive once a fortnight
and obviously holidays and other days
off can be covered. You are not signing
away your freedom! New drivers are
given training and taken out on their
assigned route by an experienced driver.
If you have free time I ask you to give
this serious consideration. Our minibus
is vitally important to many elderly
people, particularly women, who would
otherwise not get out. Their improved
quality of life is dependent on others
being prepared to offer their services.

If you think you could be one of the
“others” please contact me on
01243 673739 or rod@tranchant.co.uk.
Rod Tranchant Chairman, WCM
Add photo of mini bus
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