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1. THE VISION for the reserve (in 2030) 
 
In 2030, Medmerry continues to develop as a vibrant landscape, rich in wildlife and is officially 
designated as a site of high conservation value. As a flagship coastal realignment project, it continues 
to deliver protection to properties, local services and the wider community through Nature-based 
Solutions. It also acts as an exemplar to inspire the use of Nature-based Solutions elsewhere in the UK 
and internationally. Medmerry is at the heart of a Nature Recovery Network in the Solent by connecting 
nature, including RSPB’s reserves at Pagham, Chichester and Langstone Harbours, with the Arun 
Valley, including RSPB’s Pulborough and Amberley reserves. The site, and its role within the wider 
network, supports a wealth of species and breathes nature into the surrounding landscape. 
 
The heart of the reserve, which is seaward of the realigned seawall, is increasingly intertidal with 
growing saltmarsh, mudflats and a wealth of wetland birds and important marine species. Some areas 
have been enhanced through the creation of new pools, scrapes and breeding habitat to support 
nature’s recovery. The retreating open shingle provides space for nesting and roosting shorebirds, such 
as ringed plover and oystercatcher. The islands are managed for colonisation by nationally important 
populations of gulls and terns; acting as a key site within the Solent and southern UK for breeding 
seabirds. The bordering land is managed by a combination of grazing and cutting to offer open wet 
grassland for wintering wildfowl and breeding waders. There is suitable roosting and nesting 
opportunities for recolonising (or newly colonising) wetland species, such as spoonbill. 
 
The surrounding farmland, which lies mostly inland of the seawall, is managed as a patchwork of nature 
friendly farming, flower-rich, low nutrient grasslands and successional scrub/woodland; supporting 
important populations of farmland birds like corn bunting and grey partridge. This part of the reserve is 
an exemplar of nature friendly farming and is used as an advocacy tool to influence farming practices in 
the surrounding landscape. Where possible, new farming and conservation practices are trialed, and 
environmental land stewardship is used to deliver ‘Fair to Nature’ management. The freshwater pools 
and ditches surrounding the site are managed to ensure they provide the best possible conditions for 
biodiversity including locally important water vole and dragonfly populations.  Ditches remain wet for as 
much of the year as possible and vegetation managed appropriately to support nature. Some pools 
retain freshwater in even the driest of summers and muddy margins will be maintained for resident and 
migratory birds, with measures taken to reduce predation. 
 
Small-scale improvements to infrastructure have been made to enhance the visitor experience which is 
integrated with nearby Pagham Harbour. The network of paths and cycleways is maintained and 
enhanced with signage to enable the public to enjoy the rich wildlife whilst preventing detrimental 
impacts.  Viewpoints provide open vistas and direct wildlife spectacles.  A combination of new 
permanent and adaptive interpretation (such as webcams) allows visitors to appreciate the nature of 
the site and the RSPB’s mission. 
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2. RESERVE MANAGEMENT 
 

2a.1. Rationale for Management of the Reserve for Ecology and Visitors 
 
The Medmerry reserve is an exemplar of managed realignment and Nature-based Solutions. It functions as improved flood risk management to 
protect local communities, including about 350 residential properties, the water treatment works and the main road into Selsey via extensive, 
nature rich, coastal protection. Prior to the scheme, the shingle beach was the most threatened stretch of coastline in South East England from 
coastal flooding.  After extensive works to create 7km of new embankment, relocated rithes and new infrastructure, the coast was breached in 
2013 and approximately 200ha of land within the realigned coast is now developing as saltmarsh, mudflat and intertidal habitat. 
 
The RSPB acquired Bracklesham Bay SSSI in 2006 as a freshwater grazing marsh with some saltwater incursion and managed it primarily by low-
density cattle grazing. The breach of the shingle sea defence occurred on RSPB’s land and as a result the habitats have changed fundamentally.  
Prior to the realignment. the wider Medmerry area was dominated by intensive arable management (winter cereals and maize, lesser areas of 
potatoes, rape and pulses, salad crops on the edge of the project area), with a small area of grassland with intensive livestock management, a 
limited amount of farmed land (near Earnley) in Entry Level Stewardship (field margins and boundaries) and ponds with bramble, willow and 
blackthorn scrub.  
 
Current management is a mixture of low intervention extensive grazing on the seaward side of the seawall, combined with arable land, mostly 
inland of the seawall. The Medmerry RSPB reserve contains the society’s largest single area of arable land occupying some 210ha, providing an 
opportunity for showcasing the society’s work on nature friendly farming, a vast area of virgin mudflats and saltmarsh, as we ll as fantastic potential 
for thriving seabird colonies at its heart.  The majority of the reserve has been in a higher-level stewardship scheme since the breach in 2013 and 
this comes to an end in 2023.  Management will continue as a mix of nature friendly farmland and intertidal for the best possible benefit of nature 
after the current agreement ends. However, it gives a good point to reflect on the past decade of management and consider new approaches for 
the future where improvements for wildlife are possible. Future management is intended to continue enabling the natural processes of this 
dynamic coast to shape the habitats on the reserve, whilst the farmed environment balances the best possible results for wildlife within financial 
sustainability.  

 

2a.2. Identification of Features Influencing Management  
The following tables list all the important features and identifies which of these are the Features Influencing Management. These 
include:  
 
✓✓ = Features for which we have legal responsibilities (e.g. SSSI interest features) and which will influence the management we 
undertake at the site.  
 
✓= Features for which we have legal responsibilities (e.g.SSSI interest features) but which will not influence the management we 
undertake at the site. 
 
** = Features which are the prime reason for RSPB maintaining the reserve and which will drive its management. 
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* = other important conservation features whose requirements we need to take into account when deciding management of the site. 
 
WE = Visitor Interest 
 
 
Intertidal habitat mosaic (including grassland/saltmarsh mosaic, shingle habitat, lagoons and islands) 
 

Important feature 
Influencing 

Management? 
Why? 

Intertidal mudflats and sandflats ✓✓** 

Replacement for lost SSSI, SPA and SAC Interest Features in the 

Solent. (Target for compensatory SPA/SAC habitats is 183ha - it is 

imperative that this requirement is carried forward to all subsequent 

Management Plans).   

SSSI interest feature and RSPB Priority Habitat.  

Important food source for over wintering and passage waterbirds. 

Saltmarsh ✓✓** 

Replacement for lost SSSI, SPA and SAC Interest Features in Solent 

(Target for compensatory SPA/SAC habitat is 183ha - it is imperative 

that this requirement is carried forward to all subsequent Management 

Plans).   

SSSI interest feature and RSPB Priority Habitat. 

Important roost site for waterbirds and breeding site for regionally 

important skylarks.  
Wintering/passage wildfowl and 

waders 
✓✓** WE 

SSSI interest feature. Includes Brent Geese RSPB Reserve Priority 

Species 
Breeding Lapwing and Redshank ✓✓** Reserve Priority Species and SSSI Interest Features.   
Marine fish  *  Medmerry is a developing fish nursery 
Saline incursions & lagoons ✓✓** Saline lagoons are a priority habitat 
Saline flora (NSc plants) ✓✓** SSSI Interest feature 

Shingle islands and foreshore  ✓✓** 
SSSI Interest Feature.  BAP Priority Habitat.  Breeding area for seabirds 
Little Tern, Oystercatcher and Ringed Plover all RSPB Reserve Priority 

Species. 
Shingle flora (NSc Plants) including 
Saltmarsh goosefoot, Chenopodium 

chenopodioides 
✓✓* SSSI Interest feature 

Rare and scarce invertebrates, 
including the Sea-aster bee, Colletes 

* 
Colletes halophilus is a S41 Species of Principal Importance. 
Discovered breeding at Bracklesham in 2009. Nested in the area of the 



 

6 
 

halophilus breach (Edwards, 2009). Attempts were made to translocate the cells to 

higher areas within the site in early 2013. Not recorded since.  
Breeding Avocet ** WE A Rare Breeding Bird and Visitor Interest feature 

Geological/sediment features on 

foreshore 
✓ WE 

SSSI feature. Paleogene Deposits of the Reading Formation, London 

Clay Formation and Bracklesham Group. The Bracklesham Group 

comprises a number of distinct, richly fossiliferous, clayey sand 

lithological beds of Early to Middle Eocene age. 

While outside the RSPB’s management area, any activities eg on the 

shingle beach that might affect that neighbouring SSSI should be borne 

in mind  
 
Cropped land and Grassland mosaic 
 

Important feature 
Influencing 

Management? 
Why? 

Lowland grassland  ✓✓** 
The lowland wet grassland is a SSSI Interest Feature that has 

been mostly lost since the breach. In its place are a mosaic of 

habitats including upper saltmarsh/grassland transitions. 
Farmland birds (Corn Bunting, Yellowhammer, 

Skylark, Grey Partridge, Cuckoo, Turtle Dove) 
* 

Corn Bunting and Turtle Dove are Reserve Priority Species 

and key farmland species.   

Wintering bird assemblage ✓WE* 
Wintering Short-eared Owl is a SSSI interest feature;.  

Wintering Bittern 

Wintering farmland passerines 
Rare, scarce and threatened invertebrates 

including the Brown Banded Carder bee 

Bombus humilis  and Bright Wave moth Idaea 

ochrata subsp. cantiata, 

* 
Bombus humilis and Idaea ochrata subsp. cantiata are S41 

Species of Principal Conservation Concern 
 

Reptiles (grass snake, adder, common lizard) * 
Relocated to hinterland when grassland inundated and 

therefore duty of care to conserve them 
Hedgerows and banks; bramble and 

blackthorn scrub  
* WE 

Important for a range of breeding and wintering birds, 

invertebrates and small mammals, reptiles and amphibians.  

Ponds, reedbed, reed fringed ditches and 

willow/alder carr 
**WE 

Dependent on water levels, important for water vole, great 

crested newt, etc. (major rife was included in original SSSI 

citation but is now brackish/intertidal) 
Barn Owl WE Regular breeder in Marsh barn 

Breeding wetland passerines WE 
Cettis, reed and sedge warblers and reed bunting occupy 

ponds, reedbed, reed-fringed ditches and willow/alder carr 
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Water Vole ** 

Section 41 species. 

Most of the new ditches are to mitigate for the loss of water 

vole habitat on site, and it is vital that RSPB permanently 

maintains these in a fit state, and in collaboration with MWHG 

to help support the metapopulation. 
 
 

Heritage assets 

 

Important feature Influencing 
Management? 

Why?  
(status, designation,) 

Comments  
(population size, trend, other info) 

Potential Bronze Age features  * Very sensitive to disturbance. 
Recorded during realignment 
work 2014 

Bronze Age features were found during realignment work in 
2014 and are likely to extend into undisturbed areas (see 
Archaeology Risk Map 2014). No management is required 
but contact Reserves Archaeologist if 
groundwork/excavation is proposed. 

Medieval features including 
timber posts 

* Very sensitive to disturbance. 
Recorded during realignment 
work 2014 

Possible Medieval timber posts and features were found 
during realignment work in 2014 and are likely to extend into 
undisturbed areas (see Archaeology Risk Map 2014). No 
management is required but contact Reserves Archaeologist 
if groundwork/excavation is proposed. 

WWII features * Recorded in Chichester 
Historic Environment Record 

Part of the site was well-known as an air to ground gunnery 
range during 1940s and 1950s. At least one WWII aircraft 
crash site. Two machine gun pill boxes (visible from breach 
viewpoint). The structures should be visually inspected 
annually. 
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2a.3. Condition of the Features Influencing Management and the Main 
Factors affecting them 
 
Intertidal habitat mosaic 
 

Feature Attribute(s) Current 
Target(s) for 
attribute 

Main factor(s) 
Target for main 
factor(s) 

Comments 

Intertidal 
mudflats, 
saltmarsh and 
tidal lagoons  
 

Extent  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimated as 
159.70ha in 
2018, from 
Sentinel-2 
data. 
 
 
 

183ha 
 

Breach and 
tidal influence 
 
Breach 
remains viable  
 
Tidal system 
works 
 
 
Dynamism 

Work with the 
Environment Agency to 
monitor changes in tidal 
system, and work with 
them (as EA are flood 
defence lead) to 
determine course of 
action if there is a 
problem. 
 

Allow arable fields on 

seaward side of sea 

wall to transition to 

saltmarsh. 
Creation of new scrapes 
and tidal lagoons 

Target for 
compensatory 
intertidal habitat 
creation at 
Medmerry is 183ha. 
This is a dynamic 
mix of habitats with 
variable amounts of 
each component.  

Shingle islands 
and foreshore  

Extent of 
refuge area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 year mean 
no pairs of 
Oystercatcher  
 
5 year mean 
no pairs of 

6.53 ha of 
shingle above 
high tide 
mark, in 2018 
from Sentinel-
2 data  
 
 
3.2  
 
 
 
4.4  
 

>7ha with 
5ha on the 
shingle ridge 
and >2ha on 
the “bird 
islands” 
inside the 
realignment. 
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Speed with 
which shingle 
bank ‘rolls 
back’ with 
storms/tides  
 
 
 
Recreational 
disturbance  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appropriate fencing to 
maintain no access  
 
 
 
 

Usage by breeding 
shore-birds 
dependent on 
factors such as 
disturbance, use of 
alternative sites, 
etc. Needs to be 
balanced against 
requirement of 
public access to the 
outer beach below 
mean high water. 
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Ringed Plover  
 
5 year mean 
no pairs of 
Little Tern 
 
5 year mean 
no pairs of 
Sandwich 
Tern on 
Manhood 
Peninsula (inc 
Pagham 
Harbour) 

 
 
0 
 
 
 
 0 at 
Medmerry but 
243 pairs at 
Pagham 
Harbour in 
2021. 

 
 
10  
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
>200 pairs 
on Manhood 
Peninsula 

 
 
Height and 
durability  of 
shingle islands  
 
 
 
 
 
Predation 
 
 
 
 
Extent of 
shingle above 
high tide.   

 
 
Monitor island 
durability; repair if 
needed and if possible/ 
affordable   
 
Creation of new islands 
within scrapes 
 
No mammalian 
predation on islands: 
erect anti-predator 
fence and maintain 
deep water channels  
 
Adequate bare shingle 
areas 

 
 
Use methods such 
as decoys to attract 
Little Terns 

Freshwater and 
brackish 
lagooons 

Number of 
lagoons 
 
Area of 
freshwater 
lagoon 
maintained 
through year. 
 

4 
 
 
1ha 
 

4 
 
 
1ha 
 

   

Saltmarsh plant 
assemblage 
including 
Saltmarsh 
Goosefoot, 
Chenopodium 
chenopodioides  

Presence of 
scarce species 

Present? 
(Saltmarsh 
goosefoot not 
found in Aug 
2020 but area 
was flooded) 

Retained Grazing   

Wintering 
wildfowl and 
waders 

5 yr mean of 
peak  WeBS 
counts of 
wildfowl and 

3082 
individuals 

At least 3000 
individuals 
 
 

Median 
vegetation 
height in 
November 

<10cm over 80% of site 
 
 
10-15 % 

Wintering wildfowl 
and waders will 
utilise saltmarsh, 
mudflats, sandflats 
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waders.  
 
 

 
 

 
Surface 
flooding in 
December 

 & islands 

Marine fish Number of spp 
and size of 
populations 

6 spp in 2019 
(27 spp in 
2014 and 
2015 and 18 
in 2017, 
according to 
IFCA report) 

10 spp 
recorded  
per survey 

Extent of 
intertidal of 
channels and 
lagoons 
 
 
 
 
 
Fishing 
pressure 

Monitor once during 
lifetime of the plan. 
Work with the 
Environment Agency to 
monitor changes in tidal 
system, and work with 
them (as EA are flood 
defence lead) to 
determine course of 
action if there is a 
problem. 
 
Control fishing pressure 
 

Species’ range and 
population unknown 

Breeding 
Avocet 

5 year mean 
no of pairs 
 
 
5 year mean 
productivity  

24.2 
 
 
 
0.6 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
0.6 
  

Extent of 
saltmarsh and 
tidal pools 
 
Grazing 
 
Disturbance 
 
Predation 

Ensure adequate saline 
lagoons 
 
Graze 
saltmarsh/grassland 
areas May-November 
 
Control trespass 

 

Breeding waders  5 year mean of 
breeding pairs  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lapwing  8.8   
 
Redshank  
3.8  
 
 

10  
 
5  
 
 

Median 
vegetation 
height in 
March 
 
 
Fox and 
badger 
predation 

<5cm over 80% of the 
site  
 
 
 
 
Foxes and badgers 
presence known. 

Habitat has 
changed from 
lowland wet 
grassland to a 
grassland/saltmarsh 
mosaic with some 
areas impossible to 
graze, hence lower 
targets 

Suitable habitat 
and nesting 

Create or 
maintain 

 Present   Species such as 
spoonbill, cattle 
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opportunities for 
colonising 
species  

egret, bees, 
dragonflies etc 

Geological 
features 

Extent of clay 
exposures on 
foreshore at 
low tide 

 Naturally 
profiled 
shingle bank 
and 
undisturbed 
clay 
exposures. 

Maintenance 
and 
disturbance to 
shingle bank 
and foreshore. 

Minimal 
intervention/disturbance 
to foreshore and shingle 
bank. 

As shingle bank 
rolls back, and the 
breach changes, the 
geological features 
are likely to be 
further exposed and 
some areas may 
within RSPB 
reserve. 

Resolution of potential conflicts/overcoming of potential constraints:  
 
The Bracklesham Bay SSSI was the location of the breach in 2013 and as a result has substantially changed when compared to its 
citation.  The SSSI needs reassessment as the current citation is no longer fit for purpose. 
 
Arable, grassland and scrub mosaic 
 
Feature Attribute(s) Current  Target(s) 

for 
attribute 

Main factor(s) Target for main 
factor(s) 

Comments 

Grassland/scrub 
mosaic  

Extent of open 
grassland 

45.82 ha neutral 
grassland and 
scrub in 2018 
using Sentinel-2 
data 

20 ha Extent of scrub 
 
 
 

Absent from banks 
adjacent to areas 
used by breeding 
waders. 

Scrub is 
valuable 
component 
especially for 
passerines and 
invertebrates. 
Area of 
grassland will 
decrease as 
area of 
saltmarsh and 
shingle 
increases 

Wildlife-friendly 
arable 

Ratio arable to 
grassland/scrub 
 
 

210ha 
 
 
 

3:1 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mixed arable with 
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Assemblage of 
wintering 
passerines 

 
Present 
 

 
Present 
 

at least 10ha 
cover crops and 
10 ha ploughed 
each autumn. 

Wildflower 
margins 

Area (ha) 
 
Presence of Key 
invertebrates 
including Brown-
banded carder 
bee, Bombus 
humilus  

7ha 8ha 
 
 
Maintain 

Pollen and 
nectar-rich mix 

Post 2023 or 
earlier, aim for at 
least 4% of farmed 
area to be flower-
rich under Fair to 
Nature standard 

Some 
wildflower 
margins will 
need re-
establishing in 
the near future. 

Breeding 
farmland birds 
species 

Number of 
farmland bird 
species breeding  
(from corn bunting, 
skylark, 
yellowhammer, 
cuckoo, grey 
partridge, turtle 
dove) 
 
 
 
 

Skylark, cuckoo 
and grey partridge 
recorded breeding 
in 2021 In addition, 
yellowhammer and 
corn bunting 
recorded breeding 
in 2020.  

4 Mixed arable 
with extent of 
fallow, spring 
sown wildbird 
seed mix and 
grass margins 
 
 
 
 
 
Rough grass 
margins 

Min. Of 15ha 
wildbird cover/ 
grass margins per 
100ha :- 
4.5 ha wildbird  
4.5ha spring sown 
2.5ha grass 
margin 
 
2ha/100ha of 
wildbird friendly 
crop management 
–,  
Retain rough 
grassland on 
stretches of 
existing banks next 
to grassland and 
arable 
 
 
Field margins 
(wide) 

Will also 
benefit other 
farmland 
priority birds 
 
 
 
 
 

Reptiles No of species 
recorded annually 
(from grass snake, 
adder, common 

3 3 Extent of rough 
grassland 

33% flood defence 
bank to be 
ungrazed/cut 
annually. Reptile 

 



 

13 
 

lizard) 
 

mitigation field to 
be managed 
sensitively. 

Water Vole Number of 
transects showing 
signs of presence 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

8 of 12  
transects  
 

Presence of 
mink. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ditch water 
levels/drought. 
Saline 
inundation. 
Ditch 
management. 
Angle of bank 
 

No mink present, 
as determined by 
monitoring 
programme, and 
control if 
necessary.  
 
Sensitive ditch 
management. 
EA operations will 
maintain perimeter 
ditch with a 50:50 
conservation cut. 
Water vole ditches 
maintain water 
levels year round. 
Medmerry ditches 
fully connected 
ecologically with 
those on the wider 
Peninsula 

Medmerry 
population 
connected into 
wider Manhood 
metapopulation 

Ditch quality Presence of 
damselflies and 
dragonflies 

Present Maintain Monitor   

Breeding wetland 
passerines 

Number of species 
breeding each year 
from Cetti’s 
warbler, reed 
bunting, reed 
warbler, sedge 
warbler) 

Cetti’s, reed and 
sedge warbler bred 
2021 In addition 
reed bunting bred 
in 2020. 

3 Presence of 
ponds, reedbed, 
reed-fringed 
ditches and 
willow/alder carr 

  

Resolution of potential conflicts/overcoming of potential constraints 
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2a.4. Condition of Visitor Infrastructure and Maintenance Implications 
 

Infra 
structure 

Type 

Individual 
Structure 

Current 
Condition 

overall 

Current 
Condition 
individual 

Current Maintenance 
Schedule 

Target 
Condition 

Target Maintenance 
Schedule 

Comments/ 
Constraints 

Car Park Earnley Car 
Park 

Poor N/A Repair 2022 Good Assess annually, 
repair at least once 

every man plan. 

Difficult to assess 
how regular repairs 
will need to be but 

current damage ratio 
is high. 

Car park Easton lane 
Car park 

Ok N/A Repair 2023/2024 (or as 
needed) 

Good Assess annually, 
repair at least once 

every man plan. 

- 

Track North Side 
vehicle 
tracks 

Disappointi
ng 

N/A Repair 2022 Good Assess annually, 
repair at least once 

every man plan. 

Individual stretches 
will benefit from 

dedicated work in the 
future as they wear 

at different rates 
Track South side 

vehicle 
tracks 

Disappointi
ng 

N/A Repair 2023/24 Good Assess annually, 
repair at least once 

every man plan. 

Individual stretches 
will benefit from 

dedicated work in the 
future as they wear 

at different rates 

Gates/Styl
es etc 

Gates/style
s 

Disappointi
ng 

N/A Repair multiple in 2022, 
rolling programme after. 

Good Assess regularly 
throughout year and 
plan in maintenance 
as resources allow. 

Multiple gates/styles 
showing deterioration 

during pandemic 
period. Wide scale 
repair planned for 
2022 and regular 

maintenance after. 
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3. MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 
 

3a. Conservation Objectives 
 

1. Work with natural processes for a dynamic coastal transition of mudflats, shingle, saltmarsh saline lagoons, 
brackish/fresh pools and grassland and to create successful sites for breeding terns, shorebirds, waders and wintering 
wetland birds.  
 

Species targets 

Species Target description Target  Unit Method Frequency 

Little Tern Breeding population (5-year mean) 5 Pair Seabird 
Monitoring (Walsh 
et al. 1995) 

Annual 

Ringed Plover Breeding population (5-year mean) 10 Pair Ringed Plovers on 
Beaches - 
summary data 

Annual 

Oystercatcher Breeding population (5-year mean) 5 Pair Modified O’Brien 
and Smith (1992) 
method  

Annual 

Sandwich Tern Breeding population on the Manhood 
peninsula 

200 Pair Seabird 
Monitoring (Walsh 
et al. 1995) 

Annual 

Avocet Breeding population 30 Pair Three-visit 
waterfowl counts 
on lowland water 
bodies - visit data 

Annual 

Avocet Productivity 0.6> Productivity 
Pairs 

Three-visit 
waterfowl counts 
on lowland water 
bodies - visit data 

Annual 

Lapwing Breeding population 10 Pair Modified O’Brien 

and Smith (1992) 

method 

Annual 

Redshank Breeding population 5 Pair Modified O’Brien 
and Smith (1992) 
method 

Annual 
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Wintering 
wildfowl and 
wader 
assemblage 

5-year mean winter peak count 3000 Individual WeBS Oct - Mar Annual 

Wintering birds of 
prey 

Presence of two species from the following: 
Merlin, Hen Harrier, Barn Owl and Short 
Eared Owl, during winter 

2 Individual Visual search Annual 

Invertebrates Presence of both Sea-aster bee (Colletees 
halophilus) and Bright Wave (Idaea ochrata 
subsp. cantiata). 

Presence Individual Visual search At least 
once in life 
of plan. 

Saltmarsh flora Presence of scarce species  Individual Visual search  

Marine fish 
assemblage 

Presence 10 Species Solent small fish 
survey 

At least 
once in 
lifetime of 
plan 
(preferably 
annual) 

Marine 
invertebrate 
assemblage 

Presence 10 Species non-standard 
method 

At least 
once in life 
of plan. 

 
Habitat targets 

Habitat/ feature Target description Target Unit 

Shingle islands and 
foreshore above 
spring high water. 

Maintain extent of available habitat above spring high water as safe 
breeding sites for shorebirds (terns, ringed plover, oystercatcher) 

7ha Hectares 

Total intertidal 
mosaic. 

Maintain the full intertidal mosaic (mudflat, saltmarsh etc) by continued 
natural processes. 

>168ha Hectares 

HP7 inter-tidal (Agri 
environment 
scheme) 

Inter-tidal and saline habitat on former arable land (begun 2013). 
Manage as prescribed until scheme end and monitor success. Cover of 
saltmarsh vegetation should be no less in year 10 (2023) than it was in 
year 3 (2016). Vegetation cover of any mud and shingle islands should 
be less than 10%. 

16.01ha Hectares 

HP8 intertidal (Agri 
environment 
scheme) 

Inter-tidal and saline habitat on former grassland (begun 2013). Manage 
as prescribed until scheme end and monitor success. Cover of 
saltmarsh vegetation should be no less in year 10 (2023) than it was in 
year 3 (2016). Vegetation cover of any mud and shingle islands should 
be less than 10%. 

45.88ha Hectares 
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Saline lagoons, 
scrapes, and 
islands 

Investigate options for the creation of at least one new site within the 
reserve. 

1 N/A 

Brackish lagoons Maintain. 3 N/A 

Stilt Pool Maintain some water extent on the stilt pool throughout the year. 1 Hectares 

Habitat for 
colonising spp 

Over the course of the management plan, investigate, maintain, and 
develop projects to deliver habitat for colonising species if desired (for 
example spoonbill). 

Present N/A 

 
Activity targets (management) 

Activity Target description Details (what, where and how) Priority Frequency 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Breeding Seabirds Monitor shingle breeding seabirds (Little tern, 
common tern, sandwich tern, black-headed gull 
and mediterranean gull) for population and 
productivity.  In some cases, this will require a 
schedule 1 license (which will be obtained 
separately from this management plan) due to 
flushing. 

Should (2) Annual – 
April to 
August 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Breeding Seabirds Use cameras to monitor nest survival, 
provisioning of nests and predator activity of 
selected shingle nesting bird site. In some cases, 
this will require a schedule 1 license (which will be 
obtained separately from this management plan). 

Should (2) Annual – 
April to 
August 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Breeding seabirds and 
ground nesting birds. 

In areas where monitoring in person is not 
possible due to terrain, access or disturbance, 
use UAV (drone) to carry out nest and fledgling 
counts. 

Should (2) Annual – 
April to 
August 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species   

Breeding Seabirds As appropriate, work with the Solent ringing team 
to further shore/seabirds ringing on site as 
delivered elsewhere as part of the LIFE+ 
programme.  The main focus of population 
studies will be Little tern, Sandwich Tern and 
Mediterranean Gull. This will require a schedule 1 
licence (which will be obtained separately from 
this management plan). 

Could (3) Annual- July 
to Sept 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Breeding shorebirds Monitor shingle breeding shorebirds (Ringed 
plover and Oystercatcher) for population and 
productivity.  In some cases, this will require a 

Should (2) Annual – 
April to 
August 
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schedule 1 license (which will be obtained 
separately from this management plan) due to 
flushing. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Avocet Nests counts carried out through the breeding 
season in unison with a 4-5 visit BBS survey. 
Recording all fledged young on later visits 

Should (2) April to 
August 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Cormorant colony Monitor by standard RSPB methods with surveys 
between April and August. 

Should (2) Annual 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Breeding Birds (all) Monitor breeding birds by standard RSPB 
methods with surveys between April and August 

Could (3) Annual 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Wintering Raptors Records taken from incidental records collected Should (2) Annual 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Saltmarsh Bee Survey in August-September to establish if 
species is still present and if so, locate nesting 
area 

Should (2) At least 
once in 
lifetime of 
plan. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Population of Small 
Fish 

Carry out small fish surveys using Solent small 
fish survey methodology 

Should (2) At least 
once in the 
lifetime of 
plan, 
preferably 
annual. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Lagoon Invertebrates Collecting samples from substrate and flora, 
Surveys to be carried out from April to July 

Should (2) At least 
once in the 
lifetime of 
plan, 
preferably 
annual. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Other  

Geomorphological 
changes at breech 

Work with others (such as CHASM, Brighton 
University and the Channel Coast Observatory) to 
continuing monitoring the changes along the 
coastline and further impacts to the site. 

Should (2) As needed 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Disturbance  

SPA species 
disturbance 

Mitigation ranger team to record data on SPA 
species disturbance and report to RSPB/NE/Arun 
DC/Chichester DC steering group. 

Must (1) Annual (until 
at least Nov 
2023) 
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Installing - 
Fencing/Walling  

Increase productivity  
of breeding  
ground nesting birds 

If needed, erect temporary, electrified, predator-
proof fencing and signage around tern, wader and 
shorebirds breeding areas, to protect from Foxes 
and badgers. 
  

Could (3) Annual as 
needed 

Installing - 
Fencing/Walling  

Stock Fencing Installation/reinstallation of stock fencing in the 
realignment area in response to coastal changes 
to ensure that the grasslands can be grazed 
without stock escaping. 

Must (1) Annual as 
needed 

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Fencing / 
Walling  

Anti-predator fence on 
stilt pool 

Check the predator exclusion fence before each 
breeding season and repair any damage 

Should (2) Annual 

Maintaining 
Habitat - Other 
Habitat  

Sea-aster Bee habitat Carry out habitat management as needed if a 
colony site is relocated. 

Should (2) Annual 

Installing - 
Fencing/Walling  

Increase productivity 
of shorebirds 

As needed, rope off areas where ground nesting 
birds (in particular breeding shorebirds) will be 
disturbed, using relevant interpretation to inform 
the public. 

Should (2) Annually as 
needed 

Creating Habitat 
- Islands  

Increase productivity 
of breeding Shorebirds 

Deliver further habitat improvement on the ‘bird 
islands’ to create condition suitable for a thriving 
tern and gull colony within the heart of Medmerry. 
In particular, the following will be carried out: 

• The addition of a wider surface of shingle 
to the bird islands in order to provide 
suitable nesting habitat. 

• The installation of predator-exclusion 
fencing around the non-tidal perimeter of 
each island. 

See maps 14a and 14b 

Should (2) Once 

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Fencing / 
Walling  

Increase productivity  
of breeding  
Shorebirds 

Annually, before the breeding season 
commences (March), check the anti-predator 
fences on the ‘Bird Islands’ (once complete) and 
maintain as needed. 

Should (2) Annually 

Maintaining 
Habitat - Islands  

Increase productivity 
of breeding Shorebirds 

Annually, before the breeding season 
commences (March), selectively hand pull 
vegetation from open shingle on the ‘bird islands’ 

Should (2) Annually 



 

20 
 

created for seabirds. Carry out cutting of the 
grasslands remaining on islands to maintain 
between 5-15% bare ground and <5% scrub 
(ideally 0%). 

Maintaining 
Habitat - Islands  

Maintain sward on stilt 
pool islands for 
breeding avocets 

Mow/strim the islands on the Stilt Pools to create 
conditions suited to breeding birds. 

Should (2) Annually 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Habitat  

Saltmarsh Vegetation  Carry out monitoring of the developing saltmarsh, 
measuring area and recording a list of specialist 
species, including vegetation cover of mud and 
shingle islands. 

Should (2) At least 
once in the 
lifetime of 
the plan, 
preferably 
annual. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Intertidal Invertebrates Survey for evidence of invertebrates’ communities 
in the mudflats as indicated by lugworm casts and 
feeding birds. Record the range of invertebrates 
including molluscs. 

Could (3) At least 
once in 
lifetime of 
plan. 

Other Activities - 
Plan / Project 
Development  

Develop 
management/project 
proposals for former 
irrigation reservoirs 

Investigate management options and/or project 
proposals for the former irrigation reservoirs 
around site focusing on their potential for 
enhancing the ecological management of 
Medmerry 

Should (2) By 2024 

Other Activities - 
Plan / Project 
Development  

Develop project 
proposals for 
ecologically poor 
“saltpan” and other 
areas on site. 

Produce project plans for the creation of saline 
lagoons, scrapes, intertidal and breeding wetland 
bird sites for these areas (see map 13) 

Should (2) By 2024 
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2. To manage the non-tidal hinterland for a mosaic of supporting habitats: nature-friendly arable, grassland and scrub by 
delivering the current agri-environment scheme objectives until 2023, implementing a new scheme post Oct 2023 and 
carrying out broader work and projects (See maps 8(i) and 8(ii)). 
 

Species targets 

Species Target description Target  Unit Method Frequency 

Corn bunting Monitor and maintain. Present Species Four-visit territory 
mapping - visit 
data 

Annual 

Yellow hammer Monitor and maintain. Present Species Four-visit territory 
mapping - visit 
data 

Annual 

Cuckoo Monitor and maintain presence (2017-
21 average: 1> displaying male). 

Present Species Four-visit territory 
mapping - visit 
data 

Annual 

Grey Partridge Monitor and maintain presence (2017-
21 average: 1> pairs). 

Present Species Four-visit territory 
mapping - visit 
data 

Annual 

Skylark Monitor and maintain 5 year average 
(2017-2021) 

Present Species Four-visit territory 
mapping - visit 
data 

Annual 

Turtle dove Monitor and increase presence to 1> 
pairs 

Present Species Four-visit territory 
mapping – visit 
data 

Annual 

Breeding 
wetland 
passerines 

Monitor and maintain (from Cetti’s 
warbler, reed bunting and reed warbler 
and sedge warbler) 

3 species Four-visit territory 
mapping - visit 
data 

Annual 

Cetti’s warbler Monitor and maintain presence (2017-
21 average: 5 pairs) 

Present Species Four-visit territory 
mapping - visit 
data 

Annual 

Reed bunting Monitor and maintain. Present Species Four-visit territory 
mapping - visit 
data 

Annual 

Reed warbler Monitor and maintain presence (2017-
21 average: 22 pairs) 

Present Species Four-visit territory 
mapping - visit 
data 

Annual 
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Sedge warbler Monitor and maintain presence (2017-
21 average: 6 pairs). 

Present Species Four-visit territory 
mapping - visit 
data 

Annual 

Brown Banded 
Carder Bee 
(Bombus 
humilus) 

Monitor and maintain presence of 
Brown banded Carder Bee (Bombus 
humilus). 

Present Individual Non-standard 
method 

Annual 

Grass snake Monitor and maintain presence  Present Species Non-standard 
method 

Annual 

Adder Monitor and maintain presence Present Species Non-standard 
method 

Annual 

Common lizard Monitor and maintain presence Present Species Non-standard 
method 

Annual 

Water Vole Monitor and maintain population Present Species National Water 
Vole Monitoring 
Programme 

Annual 

 
Habitat targets 

Habitat/ feature Target description Target Unit 

HK7 Grassland (Agri 
environment scheme). 

Restoration of species rich, semi-natural grassland. Manage as 
prescribed until scheme end and monitor success. Achieve a sward 
height of between 2cm and 10cm in early spring and by 
October/November. 

2.32 Hectares 

HK8 Grassland (Agri 
environment scheme) 

Creation of species-rich, semi-natural grassland. Manage as 
prescribed until scheme end and monitor success.  Achieve a sward 
height of between 2cm and 10cm in October/November. 

6.51 Hectares 

HK11 Grasslands (Agri 
environment scheme) 

Restoration of wet grassland for breeding waders. Manage as 
prescribed until scheme end and monitor success.  Achieve a sward 
height of between 5cm and 15cm in November. 

8.7 Hectares 

HK13 Grasslands (Agri 
environment scheme) 

Creation of wet grassland for breeding waders. Manage as 
prescribed until scheme end and monitor success. Achieve a sward 
height of between 5cm and 15cm in April/May and by November. 

31.48 Hectares 

HK17 Grasslands (Agri 
environment scheme) 

Creation of grassland for target features. Manage as prescribed until 
scheme end and monitor success. Achieve a sward height of 
between 5cm and 15cm in April/May (unless shut for Hay) and by 
November. 

4.85 Hectares 

EK3 Grasslands (Agri 
environment scheme) 

Permanent grasslands with very low inputs. Manage as prescribed 
until scheme end and monitor success. Maintain a sward with a range 

19.77 Hectares 
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of heights during the growing season so that at least 20 per cent of 
the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20 per cent is more than 7 
cm. 

HE10 Arable – 
Floristically enhanced 
grass margin 

Floristically enhanced grass margin. Following the management 
prescriptions, maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it 
finishes at the end of October 2023. Review before entering into the 
next stewardship agreement.  

1.32 Hectares 

HF12 Arable – 
Enhanced wild bird 
seed mix plots 

Enhanced wild bird seed mix plots. Following the management 
prescriptions, maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it 
finishes at the end of October 2023. Review before entering into the 
next stewardship agreement.  

3.69 Hectares 

HF13 Arable – 
Cultivated uncropped 
areas for ground 
nesting birds 

Cultivated uncropped areas for ground nesting birds. Following the 
management prescriptions, maintain current areas under HLS 
scheme until it finishes at the end of October 2023. Review before 
entering into the next stewardship agreement.  

5.00 Hectares 

HG7 Arable - Low 
input spring cereal 

Low input spring cereal. Following the management prescriptions, 
maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it finishes at the end 
of October 2023. Review before entering into the next stewardship 
agreement.  

22.00 Hectares 

EF1 Arable – 
Management of field 
corners 

Management of field corners. Following the management 
prescriptions, maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it 
finishes at the end of October 2023. Review before entering into the 
next stewardship agreement. 

0.79 Hectares 

EF2 Arable – Wild bird 
seed mixture 

Wild bird seed mixture. Following the management prescriptions, 
maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it finishes at the end 
of October 2023. Review before entering into the next stewardship 
agreement.  

5.2> Hectares 

EF4 Arable – Nectar 
flower mixture 

Nectar flower mixture. Following the management prescriptions, 
maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it finishes at the end 
of October 2023. Review before entering into the next stewardship 
agreement.  

0.94> Hectares 

EF15 Arable – 
Reduced herbicide 
cereal crop preceding 
over-wintered stubble 

Reduced herbicide cereal crop preceding over-wintered stubble. 
Following the management prescriptions, maintain current areas 
under HLS scheme until it finishes at the end of October 2023. 
Review before entering into the next stewardship agreement.  

15.58> Hectares 

EE3 Arable – 6m 
buffer strips on 
cultivated land 

6m buffer strips on cultivated land. Following the management 
prescriptions, maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it 

5.69> Hectares 
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finishes at the end of October 2023. Review before entering into the 
next stewardship agreement.  

EE12 Arable – 
Wildflowers on buffer 
strips 

Wildflowers on buffer strips. Following the management prescriptions, 
maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it finishes at the end 
of October 2023. Review before entering into the next stewardship 
agreement. 

1.29> Hectares 

HQ2 Maintenance of 
ponds of high wildlife 
value over 100 square 
metres 

Maintenance of ponds of high wildlife value over 100 square metres. 
Following the management prescriptions, maintain current areas 
under HLS scheme until it finishes at the end of October 2023. 
Review before entering into the next stewardship agreement. 

5 Sites 

EB1 Arable – 
Hedgerow 
management for 
landscape 

Hedgerow management for landscape. Following the management 
prescriptions, maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it 
finishes at the end of October 2023. Review before entering into the 
next stewardship agreement.  

123 Metres 

EB2 Arable – 
Hedgerow 
management for 
landscape 

Hedgerow management for landscape. Following the management 
prescriptions, maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it 
finishes at the end of October 2023. Review before entering into the 
next stewardship agreement.  

862 Metres 

EB3 Arable – 
Hedgerow 
management for 
landscape and wildlife 

Hedgerow management for landscape and wildlife. Following the 
management prescriptions, maintain current areas under HLS 
scheme until it finishes at the end of October 2023. Review before 
entering into the next stewardship agreement.  

1504 Metres 

EB6 Arable – Ditch 
management 

Ditch management. Following the management prescriptions, 
maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it finishes at the end 
of October 2023. Review before entering into the next stewardship 
agreement.  

5774 Metres 

EB7 Arable – Half 
ditch management 

Half ditch management. Following the management prescriptions, 
maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it finishes at the end 
of October 2023. Review before entering into the next stewardship 
agreement.  

2230 Metres 

EB8 Arable – 
Combined hedge and 
ditch management 

Combined hedge and ditch management. Following the management 
prescriptions, maintain current areas under HLS scheme until it 
finishes at the end of October 2023. Review before entering into the 
next stewardship agreement.  

991 Metres 
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Activity targets/management under current agri-environment scheme (until Oct 2023) 

Activity Target description Details (what, where and how) Priority Frequency 

Grazing  Graze grasslands 
within agri-
environment scheme 
as prescribed. 

EK2 grasslands. Manage by grazing and/or 
cutting (but do not cut between 1 April and 31 
May). Maintain a sward with a range of heights 
during the growing season so that at least 20 per 
cent of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20 
per cent is more than 7 cm (unless shut for hay). 
 
EK3 grasslands. Manage by grazing and/or 
cutting, to remove the year’s grass growth (but do 
not cut between 1 April and 30 June) to maintain 
a sward with a range of heights during the 
growing season so that at least 20 per cent of the 
sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20 per cent is 
more than 7 cm (unless shut for hay). 
 
HK7 grasslands. Graze with cattle for at least 6 
weeks between May and September to achieve a 
sward height of between 2cm and 10cm in early 
spring and by October/November. If hay is to be 
taken, then exclude livestock 7 weeks before 
cutting. 
 
HK8 grasslands. Graze with cattle for at least 6 
weeks between May and September to achieve a 
sward height of between 2cm and 10cm by 
October/November. If hay is to be taken, then 
exclude livestock 7 weeks before cutting. 
 
HK11 grasslands. Graze with cattle for at least 6 
weeks between May and September to achieve a 
sward height of between 5cm and 15cm in 
November. Do not allow field operation and cattle 
to damage the structure of the soil. 5% of bare 
ground is acceptable. Do not exceed stocking 
density of 0.75LU/Ha between 1st April and 31st 
May. Supplementary feeding limited to mineral 

Must (1) Annual 
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blocks. Do not graze between 30th November 
and 28th February unless agreed by NE advisor. 
 
HK13 grasslands. Graze with cattle for at least 6 
weeks between May and September to achieve a 
sward height of between 5cm and 15cm in 
April/May and November. Do not allow field 
operation and cattle to damage the structure of 
the soil. 5% of bare ground is acceptable. Do not 
exceed stocking density of 0.75LU/Ha between 
1st April and 31st May. Supplementary feeding 
limited to mineral blocks. Do not graze between 
30th November and 28th February unless agreed 
by NE advisor. 
 
HK17 – (If cutting, no need to graze) Graze 
between 1st March and 29th November to 
achieve a sward height of 5cm to 15cm during 
April/May and the same in November. Do not 
allow field operation and cattle to damage the 
structure of the soil. 5% of bare ground is 
acceptable. 

Vegetation 
Control - 
Mowing 

Manage grassland 
withing the 
stewardship scheme. 

EK2 grasslands. Manage by grazing and/or 
cutting (but do not cut between 1 April and 31 
May). Maintain a sward with a range of heights 
during the growing season so that at least 20 per 
cent of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20 
per cent is more than 7 cm (unless shut for hay). 
 
EK3 grasslands. Manage by grazing and/or 
cutting, to remove the year’s grass growth (but do 
not cut between 1 April and 30 June) to maintain 
a sward with a range of heights during the 
growing season so that at least 20 per cent of the 
sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20 per cent is 
more than 7 cm (unless shut for hay). 
 
HK7. If grasslands are not grazed or sward too 
high for compliancy/ecological purposes. 

Must (1) Annual 
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Grasslands to be cut/mowed to achieve the HLS 
sward condition (between 2cm and 10cm in early 
spring and by October/November). All material to 
be removed as hay or green waste. These 
operations not to be carried out before 15th July. 
 
HK8. If grasslands are not grazed or sward too 
high for compliancy/ecological purposes. 
Grasslands to be cut/mowed to achieve the HLS 
sward condition (between 2cm and 10cm by 
October/November). All material to be removed 
as hay or green waste. These operations not to 
be carried out before 15th July. 
 
HK17. If grasslands are not grazed or sward too 
high for compliancy/ecological purposes. 
Grasslands to be cut/mowed to achieve the HLS 
sward condition (between 5cm and 15cm in April 
and May (unless the land has been shut for hay) 
and between 5cm and 15cm in November. These 
operations not to be carried out before 15th July. 

Vegetation 
Control - 
Topping  

Weeds comprise less 
than 5% of sward 

HK7 and HK8. Control undesirable species so 
that their cover is less than 5% of the area. Do not 
top more than 30% of the total grassland area 
and leave a minimum of 5% tussocks. Any other 
method must be agreed with the NE advisor. 
 
HK11, HK13 and HK17. Control undesirable 
species so that their cover is less than 5% of the 
area. Do not top more than 30% of the total 
grassland area and leave a minimum of 5% 
tussocks. Do Not top between October 1st and 
June 30th. Any other method must be agreed with 
the NE advisor 

Must (1) Annual as 
needed 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Vegetation  

Sward heights 
assessed as  
between 2-15cm 

Carry out sward measurements over the 
grassland using discs to ensure compliancy of 
sward lengths. The prescribed heights are: 
 

Should (2) Annual 
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EK2: at least 20% <7 cm and at least 20% >7 cm 
during growing season. 
 
EK3: at least 20% <7 cm and at least 20% >7 cm 
during growing season. 
 
HK7: between 2cm and 10cm in early spring and 
by October/November 
 
HK8: between 2cm and 10cm by 
October/November. 
 
HK11: between 5cm and 15cm in November. 
 
HK17: between 5cm and 15cm in April and May 
(unless the land has been shut for hay) and 
between 5cm and 15cm in November. 

Vegetation 
Control - 
Mowing 

Manage field margins 
for wildlife as 
prescribed in scheme. 

HE10. Cut the inner 3m annually after mid- 
July, and the whole margin after 15 September. 
Cutting should leave a sward height of between 
10cm – 20cm. All dense cuttings must be 
removed. 
 
EE3. Cut the inner 3m annually after mid-July. 
Only cut the other 3 m to control woody growth, 
and no more than once every 2 years. 
 
EE12. Cut the whole area to 10 cm between 1 
August and 30 September, removing 
cuttings to avoid patches of dead material 
developing. If excess vegetation threatens to 
suppress the flowers, cut again the following 
March or April providing no birds are nesting in 
the flower-rich area. 
 
Do not use for regular vehicular access, turning or 
storage. 

Must (1) Annual 
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Sowing / 
Planting - Cover 
Crop  

Provide plots of seed-
bearing plants for wild 
birds. 

HF12. Provide plots of seed-bearing plants to 
target grey partridge, turtle dove, corn bunting, 
skylark, yellowhammer, linnet, reed bunting and 
others. Re sow every year or two years 
depending on mix. When being re-established, 
removal of the plant cover and cultivation must 
not take place before March 15th.  
 
EF2. Sow a balanced combination of at least 
three small-seed bearing crops chosen from 
barley, triticale, kale, quinoa, linseed, millet, 
mustard, fodder radish and sunflower. No single 
species to make up more than 70 per cent by 
weight of the mix and the combination must cover 
a range of crop groups to minimise any pest and 
disease impacts. Sow in blocks and/or strips at 
least 6 m wide at the edges of fields. 
 
EF4. Sow a mixture of at least four nectar-rich 
plants (eg red clover, alsike clover, bird’s-foot-
trefoil, sainfoin, musk mallow, common 
knapweed), with no single species making up 
more than 50 per cent of the mix by weight. Sow 
in blocks and/or strips at least 6 m wide in early 
spring or late summer. Re-establish the mix as 
necessary, to maintain a sustained nectar supply 
(this is typically after three years). 

Must (1) As needed 

Creating Habitat 
- Other Habitat  

Provide uncropped 
cultivated areas for 
ground nesting birds. 

HF13. Create rough cultivated areas using tines 
or discs between February 1st and March 20th. 
Avoid cultivated in wet conditions. The cultivated 
areas must be retained until July 31st.  

Must (1) Annual 

Creating Habitat 
- Cropping  

Provide areas of low 
input spring cereal.  

HG7. Work with tenant/s to ensure the 
establishment of low input spring cereals, 
managed as prescribed and not harvested before 
July 31st. 

Must (1) Annual 

Creating Habitat 
- Cropping  

Provide areas of 
reduced herbicide 
cereal crops followed 

EF15. Work with tenant/s to ensure the 
establishment of cereals crops in the autumn or 
spring which must not have insecticides applied 
between 15 March and the following harvest. 

Must (1) Annual 
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by overwintered 
stubble. 

Prescribed herbicides may only be used in certain 
circumstances. Straw to be baled (or chopped 
and spread) after harvest. Stubble to be retained 
until February 14th. 

Vegetation 
Control - Hedge 
Trimming  

Hedge management. Deliver rotational cutting of hedges as needed. 
 
EB1 and EB2. Maintain hedgerows to a height of 
no less than 1.5m.  Each hedgerow to be cut no 
more than once every two calendar years and not 
all cut in the same year. 
 
EB3. Maintain hedgerows to a height of no less 
than 2m.  Each hedgerow to be cut no more than 
once every three calendar years cutting no more 
than a third of hedgerows each year. 

Could (3) Annual (as 
needed) 

Maintaining 
Habitat - Wet 
Features  

Ditch management EB6, EB7 (and EB8). Carry out vegetation 
removal and/or cleaning of ditches if desired for 
ecological management. Ditches to be cleaned no 
more than once during the agreement, only in the 
period between 15 September and 31 January, 
and only up to half the length of ditches. 
Vegetation on ditch banks to be cut only in the 
period between 15 September and 28 February, 
on up to half your length of ditch bank only and in 
rotation so that the vegetation is not cut more 
than once every two years. Where necessary to 
prevent flooding, up to 50 per cent of the 
vegetation in the bottom of the ditch  
may be cut every year between 15 September 
and 28 February. 

Could (3) Annual (as 
needed) 

Maintaining 
Habitat - Other 
Habitat  

Management of ‘field 
corners’/ specific 
areas not in productive 
farm use. 

EF1. Cut no more than once every 5 years to 
allow the development of tussocky grass  
and low scrub. Do not cut between 1 March and 
31 August. Do not use for regular vehicular 
access, turning or storage. 

Must (1) Over life of 
plan. 

Other Activities - 
Plan / Project 
Development  

Cross compliancy Ensure all new activities adhere to cross 
compliance, do not break agri-environment 
agreement or codes of practice. 

Must (1) Over life of 
plan. 
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Other Activities - 
Plan / Project 
Development  

Management of 
Grazing Licences and 
FBT’s. 

Ensure that all grazing Licences and FBT’s are 
checked on an annual basis and kept in state of 
renewal as needed/desired, working with RSPB 
land agency. 

Must (1) Annual 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Vegetation  

HLS prescriptions for 
meadows and field 
margins 

Monitor the sown mixes and meadows to ensure 
target species present. 

Should (2) 2022 and 
2023. 

 
 
Activity targets/management (not covered by agri-environmental scheme). 

Activity Target description Details (what, where and how) Priority Frequency 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Infrastructure  

Fencing checks. Check all fencing around the site to identify 
needed repairs. 

Must (1) Annually, 
before cattle 
are put on in 
the spring. 

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Fencing / 
Walling  

Maintain fencing. Using recommendation from annual inspections 
and ad hoc reports, install/replace fencing as 
required. 

Must (1) As needed. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Infrastructure  

Trails and 
Infrastructure 

Check all trails, gates, stiles and bench’s etc 
around the site for condition. 

Must (1) Every 4 
months. 

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Access Routes  

Trails and 
Infrastructure 

Ensure all maintenance that is identified through 
the checks is carried out and recorded. 

Must (1) As needed. 

Vegetation 
control - scrub 

Remove encroaching 
scrub as needed 

Maintain rights of way by removing encroaching 
vegetation. 

Must (1) As needed. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Other  

Tree Safety Checks Carry out Tree Safety checks in line with RSPB 
policy 

Must (1) Annual and 
as needed. 

Maintaining 
Habitat - Wet 
Features  

Management of Ham 
Reedbed 

Carry out reed cutting to maintain open water as 
required, developing rotational cutting regime if 
ecologically suitable. 

Should (2) Annual. 

Maintaining 
Habitat - Wet 
Features  

Bunds in perimeter 
ditches 

When these bunds are under RSPB control 
ensure that they are kept in working order, to 
maintain water levels in ditches 

Should (2) Annual 
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Maintaining 
Habitat - Other 
Habitat  

Gorse management Manage the areas of gorse in co-ordination with 
the Environment Agency to balance access on 
paths with ecological benefits. 

Should (2) As needed. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Ditch flora and fauna Monitor the communities in the ditches to inform 
appropriate ecological management. 

Should (2) As least 
once during 
lifetime of 
plan but 
ideally 
annually. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Predators  

Presence of Fox and 
Badger 

Use data loggers and cameras to monitor 
hatching success of selected wader nests and 
establish reasons for loss. March – June.  

Could (3) Annual – 
march-June 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Predators  

Presence of Fox and 
Badger 

Use of thermal imaging to establish fox and 
Badger routine movements. 

Could (3) Annual 

Vertebrate 
Control  

Mink monitoring and 
control. To safeguard 
water vole population 
and increase 
productivity in 
waders/seabirds 

Develop and implement lethal mink control 
protocols. Control to take place following relevant 
legislation and codes of practice between January 
and March when needed. 

Must (1) As needed. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Breeding Birds Monitor breeding birds by standard RSPB 
methods with surveys between April and August 

Should (2) Annual 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Wintering passerines  Monitor wintering passerines. Two visit per month 
from October to February 

Should (2) Annual 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Winter wildfowl and 
wader 

Monitor using WeBs Should (2) Monthly 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Breeding and non-
breeding birds. 

In areas where monitoring in person is not 
possible due to terrain, access or disturbance, 
use UAV (drone) to carry out nest counts. 

Should (2) Annual – 
April to 
August 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Habitat  

Habitat across site As needed, use UAV (drone) to record and 
monitor habitat development across site and 
direct conservation management work. 

Should (2) As needed. 
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Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Invertebrate 
assemblages including 
Brown Banded Carder 
Bee 

In association with Chichester Natural History 
Society, carry out a series of invertebrate surveys 

Should (2) Annual/as 
possible. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Bright Wave Carry out survey to establish whether colony 
discovered in 2021 has persisted 

Should (2) Annual 

Maintaining 
Habitat - Other 
Habitat  

Grassland 
management for Bright 
Wave 

Carry out the required grassland management in 
order to maintain the colony of bright wave 

Could (3) Annual 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Water Vole In association with the Manhood Wildlife and 
Heritage Group, carry out a series of surveys 
around all the water bodies on site for water 
voles. 

Should (2) As possible. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species  

Reptiles In association with ARG, carryout a series of 
surveys around site, placing refugia as needed. 

Should (2) Annual/as 
possible. 

Installing - 
Livestock 
Infrastructure  

Improve cattle 
handling. 

Construct cattle handling facility on the Western if 
Medmerry. The base is already in place (handling 
system purchased). 

Should (2) 2022. 

Maintaining 
Habitat - Other 
Habitat  

Pampas grass and 
other alien species 

Remove alien species by the most ecologically 
sound method. 

Should (2) Annual as 
needed 

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Access Routes   

Ham road Once signed over by EA, carry out surface repairs 
as and when required. 

Should (2) As possible 
and needed. 
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3. Carry out a full scoping exercise to determine future farming/land management options in the non tidal areas of the 
reserve post 2023. These may include innovative agricultural trials, extensive grazing, more restrictive use of fertilisers and 
pesticides, carbon budgets and innovative finance. 
 
Scoping future management activity: 
 

Activity Target description Details (what, where and how) Priority Frequency 

Other Activities - 
Plan / Project 
Development  

Inform and implement 
future management. 

Carry out a full scoping exercise to determine 
future management options across the reserve 
after current agri-environment scheme ends in 
Oct 23 in order to achieve the best possible 
delivery for wildlife in a sustainable financial 
model.  Known areas of focus: 
 
Arable: 
 

• Soil sampling across site. 

• Consider long term viability of fields inside 
the new embankment. 

• Investigate scope for innovative trials that 
deliver for food production and wildlife. 

• Investigate mixed farming and potential for 
delivery on site. 

• Investigate scope for targeted 
management for Turtle Dove 

 
Grazing: 

• Reassess fence lines, grazing 
infrastructure and parcel size of grazing 
units for conservation delivery and easier 
management.  

• Consider fenceless grazing/no fence as an 
option. 

• Consider scope of species/breeds used 
for conservation grazing. 

• Reassess water points and water 
infrastructure. 

 

Must (1) Carry out 
during 2022-
2023. 
Implement 
results from 
Oct 2023. 
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General: 

• Work to achieve longer term farming 
tenancies focused on shared objectives. 

• Investigate options for the Marsh Barn as 
a working building for conservation on site. 

• Investigate possible carbon objectives, 
how to better implement and record. 

 
Finance:  

• Consider new agri-environmental 
schemes as information becomes 
available and if alignment with our 
conservation aims is achievable.  

• Consider the balance of ecological aims 
with potential financial impacts and how to 
balance this for both the RSPB and 
tenants.  

 
Consultation: 

• Engage with stakeholders during 
development and implementation. 

• Gain relevant permissions before 
implementation. 

 
 
4. To inform our management of the site and contribute to other recording schemes, surveys and research projects by 
permitting recording and monitoring of invertebrates, plants and fungi in accordance with RSPB policy, the Invertebrate 
Link code of conduct for collecting insects and other invertebrates, the Wild Mushroom Pickers' Code of Conduct or the 
BSBI Code of Conduct as appropriate. 
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5. To meet legal obligations and protect reserve assets in relation to the following:  
 
Legally binding contractual obligations contained within the Farm business Tenancies granted by the Environment Agency 
Agri environment scheme obligations. 
EA impoundment licences (if and when necessary) 
EA herbicides authorisations (if necessary) 
EA waste management licence exemptions 
Reservoirs Act 
European Protected Species safeguarded 
Local authority planning permissions 
Cross-compliance 
DEFRA derogations 
Third Party Liability, including; 

• Ensure livestock and the public are protected if fields with public rights of way are grazed 

• Site Structures are safe for public use  

• Rights of way are unimpeded and safe to use 
H&S legislation 
Measures to meet funders’ grant requirements 
Status of boundaries 
Annual grazing licences issued 
Archaeology  
 

 
3b. Visitor Objectives 
 

1 Actively balance visitor pressure and recreational disturbance on site for ecological benefit. 

2 Create a sustainable source of visitor income to further ecological work on site by introducing carparking 
charges and investigating paid visitor opportunities (tours etc). 

3 Improve viewing opportunities on site to experience the natural spectacle being created. 

4 Maintain and improve visitor infrastructure by implementing new signage, maintaining tracks and carparks in 
good condition and installing passage counters. 
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4. WORK PROGRAMME 
 

4a Ecological Work Programme for the duration of this Plan 
 

Saltmarsh, shingle, intertidal and saline lagoons. 

Merlin Activity Description 

Year Indicative activity period 

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Maintaining 
Habitat - Islands 

Mow/strim the islands on 
the Stilt Pools to create 
conditions suited to 
breeding birds. 

2 2 2 2 2             

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Fencing / Walling 

Check and repair anti-
predator fence in stilt pool 
prior to breeding season. 

2 2 2 2 2             

Installing - 
Fencing/Walling 

As needed, rope off areas 
where ground nesting 
birds (in particular 
breeding shorebirds) will 
be disturbed, using 
relevant interpretation to 
inform the public. Remove 
after breeding season. 

2 2 2 2 2             

Installing - 
Fencing/Walling 

If needed, erect 
temporary, electrified, 
predator-proof fencing 
and signage around tern, 
wader and shorebirds 
breeding areas, to protect 
from Foxes and badgers. 
Remove post season. 

2 2 2 2 2             

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Fencing / Walling 

Once erected. Annually, 
before the breeding 
season commences 
(March), check the anti-
predator fences on the 
‘Bird Islands’ (once 
complete) and maintain 
as needed. 

  
Earliest 
possible 

2 2             

Maintaining 
Habitat - Islands 

Annually, before the 
breeding season 

  
Earliest 
possible 

2 2             
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commences (March), 
selectively hand pull 
vegetation from open 
shingle on the ‘bird 
islands’ created for 
seabirds. Carry out cutting 
of the grasslands 
remaining on islands to 
maintain between 5-15% 
bare ground and <5% 
scrub (ideally 0%). 

Ground nesting 
bird disturbance 
rangers. 

Ranger team to carry our 
engagement with the 
public at key locations in 
order to minimise 
disturbance to breeding 
shorebirds and other 
ground nesting wetland 
birds. 

1 1 1 1 1             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Disturbance 

Mitigation ranger team to 
record data on SPA 
species disturbance and 
report to RSPB/NE/Arun 
DC/Chichester DC 
steering group. 

1 1 1 1 1             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Monitor shingle breeding 
seabirds (Little tern, 
common tern, sandwich 
tern, black-headed gull 
and mediterranean gull) 
for population and 
productivity.  In some 
cases, this will require a 
schedule 1 license (which 
will be obtained 
separately from this 
management plan) due to 
flushing. 

2 2 2 2 2             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Use cameras to monitor 
nest survival, provisioning 
of nests and predator 
activity of selected shingle 
nesting bird site. In some 
cases, this will require a 
schedule 1 license (which 
will be obtained 

 2 2 2 2             



 

39 
 

separately from this 
management plan). 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Monitor shingle breeding 
shorebirds (Ringed plover 
and Oystercatcher) for 
population and 
productivity.  In some 
cases, this will require a 
schedule 1 license (which 
will be obtained 
separately from this 
management plan) due to 
flushing. 

2 2 2 2 2             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Avocet nest counts 
carried out through the 
breeding season in unison 
with a 4-5 visit BBS 
survey. Recording all 
fledged young on later 
visits 

2 2 2 2 2             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species   

Work with the Solent 
ringing team to further 
shore/seabirds ringing on 
site as delivered 
elsewhere as part of the 
LIFE+ programme.  The 
main focus of population 
studies will be Little tern, 
Sandwich Tern and 
Mediterranean Gull. This 
will require a schedule 1 
licence (which will be 
obtained separately from 
this management plan). 

 earliest 3 3 3             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Monitor Lapwing and 
redshank population and 
productivity using 
modified Smith and 
O’Brien method. 

2 2 2 2 2             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Monitor cormorant colony 
by standard RSPB 
methods with surveys 
between April and August. 

2 2 2 2 2             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Monitor all breeding birds 
on site (as possible) by 
standard RSPB methods 

3 3 3 3 3             
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with surveys between 
April and August 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Monitor non-breeding 
birds (especially wintering 
assemblage) through 
WeBS 

2 2 2 2 2             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Collect incidental records 
of wintering raptors. 

2 2 2 2 2             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Survey for saltmarsh bee 
to establish if species is 
still present and if so, 
locate nesting area. 

  2               

Maintaining 
Habitat - Other 
Habitat 

Carry out habitat 
management for sea aster 
bee as needed if a colony 
site is relocated. 

     As ecologically sound. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Carry out small fish 
surveys using Solent 
small fish survey 
methodology 

 2 2 2 2             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Monitor lagoon 
invertebrates by collecting 
samples from substrate 
and flora. 

   2              

Monitoring / 
Surveying - Other 

Work with others (such as 
CHASM, Brighton 
University and the 
Channel Coast 
Observatory) to 
continuing monitoring the 
changes along the 
coastline and further 
impacts to the site. 

2 2 2 2 2             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Habitat 

Carry out monitoring of 
the developing saltmarsh, 
measuring area and 
recording a list of 
specialist species, 
including vegetation cover 
of mud and shingle 
islands. 

     As ecologically sound. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Survey for evidence of 
invertebrates’ 
communities in the 
mudflats as indicated by 
lugworm casts and 

     As ecologically sound. 
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feeding birds. Record the 
range of invertebrates 
including molluscs. 

Nature-friendly arable, grassland, ditches and scrub 

Merlin Activity Description Year Indicative activity period 

  2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Grazing EK2 grasslands. Manage 
by grazing and/or cutting 
(but do not cut between 1 
April and 31 May). 
Maintain a sward with a 
range of heights during 
the growing season so 
that at least 20 per cent of 
the sward is less than 7 
cm and at least 20 per 
cent is more than 7 cm 
(unless shut for hay). 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

Allowed all year as needed. 

Grazing EK3 grasslands. Manage 
by grazing and/or cutting, 
to remove the year’s 
grass growth (but do not 
cut between 1 April and 
30 June) to maintain a 
sward with a range of 
heights during the 
growing season so that at 
least 20 per cent of the 
sward is less than 7 cm 
and at least 20 per cent is 
more than 7 cm (unless 
shut for hay). 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

Allowed all year as needed. 

Grazing HK7 grasslands. Graze 
with cattle for at least 6 
weeks between May and 
September to achieve a 
sward height of between 
2cm and 10cm in early 
spring and by 
October/November. If hay 
is to be taken, then 
exclude livestock 7 weeks 
before cutting. 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

   
At least 6 weeks in April-September (unless 

hay cut). 
   

Grazing HK8 grasslands. Graze 
with cattle for at least 6 

1 1 1 
Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

   
At least 6 weeks in April-September (unless 

hay cut). 
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weeks between May and 
September to achieve a 
sward height of between 
2cm and 10cm by 
October/November. If hay 
is to be taken, then 
exclude livestock 7 weeks 
before cutting. 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

Grazing HK11 grasslands. Graze 
with cattle for at least 6 
weeks between May and 
September to achieve a 
sward height of between 
5cm and 15cm in 
November. Do not graze 
between 30th November 
and 28th February unless 
agreed by NE advisor 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

No Grazing 
to take 

place: Nov 
30th to 

February 
28th. 

 
At least 6 weeks in April-September (unless 

hay cut). 
  No 

Grazing HK13 grasslands. Graze 
with cattle for at least 6 
weeks between May and 
September to achieve a 
sward height of between 
5cm and 15cm in 
April/May and November. 
Do not graze between 
30th November and 28th 
February unless agreed 
by NE advisor. 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

No Grazing 
to take 

place: Nov 
30th to 

February 
28th. 

 
At least 6 weeks in April-September (unless 

hay cut). 
  No 

Grazing HK17 – (If cutting, no 
need to graze) Graze 
between 1st March and 
29th November to achieve 
a sward height of 5cm to 
15cm during April/May 
and the same in 
November. 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

  Allowed as needed.  

Vegetation Control 
- Mowing 

EK2 grasslands. Manage 
by grazing and/or cutting 
(but do not cut between 1 
April and 31 May). 
Maintain a sward with a 
range of heights during 
the growing season so 
that at least 20 per cent of 
the sward is less than 7 
cm and at least 20 per 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

   
No cutting to take 

place. 
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cent is more than 7 cm 
(unless shut for hay). 

Vegetation Control 
- Mowing 

EK3 grasslands. Manage 
by grazing and/or cutting, 
to remove the year’s 
grass growth (but do not 
cut between 1 April and 
30 June) to maintain a 
sward with a range of 
heights during the 
growing season so that at 
least 20 per cent of the 
sward is less than 7 cm 
and at least 20 per cent is 
more than 7 cm (unless 
shut for hay). 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

   
No cutting to take 

place 
      

Vegetation Control 
- Mowing 

HK7. If grasslands are not 
grazed or sward too high 
for compliancy/ecological 
purposes. Grasslands to 
be cut/mowed to achieve 
the HLS sward condition 
(between 2cm and 10cm 
in early spring and by 
October/November). All 
material to be removed as 
hay or green waste. 
These operations not to 
be carried out before 15th 
July. 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

            

Vegetation Control 
- Mowing 

HK8. If grasslands are not 
grazed or sward too high 
for compliancy/ecological 
purposes. Grasslands to 
be cut/mowed to achieve 
the HLS sward condition 
(between 2cm and 10cm 
by October/November). 
All material to be removed 
as hay or green waste. 
These operations not to 
be carried out before 15th 
July. 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

            

 

HK17. If grasslands are 
not grazed or sward too 
high for 
compliancy/ecological 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 
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purposes. Grasslands to 
be cut/mowed to achieve 
the HLS sward condition 
(between 5cm and 15cm 
in April and May (unless 
the land has been shut for 
hay) and between 5cm 
and 15cm in November. 
These operations not to 
be carried out before 15th 
July. 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

Vegetation Control 
- Topping 

Top areas of grassland as 
needed to manage for 
agri-environmental 
prescriptions. 

3 3 3 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

            

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Vegetation 

Carry out sward 
assessments for agri-
environmental 
prescriptions. 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

            

Vegetation Control 
– Field margins 

HE10. Cut the inner 3m 
annually after mid- 
July, and the whole 
margin after 15 
September. Cutting 
should leave a sward 
height of between 10cm – 
20cm. All dense cuttings 
must be removed. 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

            

Vegetation Control 
– Field margins 

EE3. Cut the inner 3m 
annually after mid-July. 
Only cut the other 3 m to 
control woody growth, and 
no more than once every 
2 years. 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

            

Vegetation Control 
– Field margins 

EE12. Cut the whole area 
to 10 cm between 1 
August and 30 
September, removing 
cuttings to avoid patches 
of dead material 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
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developing. If excess 
vegetation threatens to 
suppress the flowers, cut 
again the following March 
or April providing no birds 
are nesting in the flower-
rich area. 

identified in scoping 
study. 

Sowing / Planting - 
Cover Crop 

Sow HF12 plots of seed-
bearing plants for wild 
birds. 

1 3 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

            

Sowing / Planting - 
Cover Crop 

Sow EF2 plots of seed-
bearing plants for wild 
birds. 

1 3 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

            

Sowing / Planting - 
Cover Crop 

Sow EF4 plots of seed-
bearing plants for wild 
birds. 

1 3 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

            

Creating Habitat - 
Other Habitat 

HF13. Create rough 
cultivated areas using 
tines or discs between 
February 1st and March 
20th. Avoid cultivating in 
wet conditions. The 
cultivated areas must be 
retained until July 31st 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

            

Creating Habitat - 
Cropping  
 

HG7. Work with tenant/s 
to ensure the 
establishment of low input 
spring cereals, managed 
as prescribed and not 
harvested before July 
31st. 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

Sow Crop in place Harvest Sow 

Creating Habitat - 
Cropping 

EF15. Work with tenant/s 
to ensure the 
establishment of cereals 
crops in the autumn or 

1 1 1 

Scheme ends Oct 
2023. Continuation 

or replacement 
management to be 

Stubble 
remains in 
place after 

harvest 

       
Stubble remains in 
place after harvest 
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spring which must not 
have insecticides applied 
between 15 March and 
the following harvest. 
Prescribed herbicides 
may only be used in 
certain circumstances. 
Straw to be baled (or 
chopped and spread) 
after harvest. Stubble to 
be retained until February 
14th 

implemented as 
identified in scoping 

study. 

Vegetation Control 
- Hedge Trimming 

Carry out rotational 
cutting of hedges. 

3 3 3 3 3             

Maintaining 
Habitat - Wet 
Features 

Carry out cleaning of 
ditches if needed. 

3 3 3 3 3             

Maintaining 
Habitat - Wet 
Features 

Cut vegetation on ditch 
banks if needed. 

3 3 3 3 3             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Vegetation 

Monitor the sown mixes 
and meadows to ensure 
target species present. 

 2 2               

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Monitor wintering 
passerines. Two visit per 
month from October to 
February 

2 2 2 2 2             

Maintaining 
Habitat - Wet 
Features 

Carry out reed cutting to 
maintain open water as 
required via rotational 
cutting regime where 
ecologically suitable. 

3 3 3 3 3             

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Species 

Monitor the communities 
in the ditches to inform 
appropriate ecological 
management. 

3 3 3 3 3             

Infrastructure checks, maintenance and replacement. 

Merlin Activity Description Year Indicative activity period 

  2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Infrastructure 

Check all trails, gates, 
stiles and bench’s etc 
around the site for 
condition. 

1 1 1 1 1             
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Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Access Routes 

Carry out basic, ad hoc  
maintenance on trails, 
gates, stiles and bench’s 
etc. 

1 1 1 1 1 As needed. 

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Access Routes 

Schedule contractors for 
specialist 
repairs/replacements of  
trails, gates, stiles and 
bench’s etc. 

1 1 1 1 1 As possible. 

Vegetation control 
- scrub 

Maintain rights of way by 
removing encroaching 
vegetation. 

1 1 1 1 1             

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Carpark 

Resurfacing/repair of 
Earnley Car park 

 1    N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Carpark 

Resurfacing/repair of 
Easton lane Car park 

  
If 

needed 
If 

needed 
If 

needed 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Access Routes 

Repair/resurfacing of 
tracks on the western side 

 1   
If 

needed 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - 
Infrastructure 

Check all fencing around 
the site to identify needed 
repairs. 

1 1 1 1 1             

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Fencing / Walling 

Carry out basic, ad hoc  
maintenance on fences 

1 1 1 1 1 As needed 

Maintaining 
Infrastructure - 
Fencing / Walling 

Contractors to replace 
fencing that has been 
identified as at end of life. 

1 1 1 1 1 As possible 

Installing – 
Livestock 
infrastructure 

Erect fencing in new lines 
to exclude cattle from 
dangerous tidal areas as 
the site develops. 

1 
If 

needed 
If 

needed 
If 

needed 
If 

needed 
If needed. 

Monitoring / 
Surveying - Other 

Carry out Tree Safety 
checks in line with RSPB 
policy 

1 1 1 1 1             
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4b.1. Visitor Work Programme for the duration of this Plan 
 
 

Objective Output Audience 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 

Actively balance visitor 
pressure and recreational 
disturbance on site for 
ecological benefit. 

Regular (daily as possible) 
patrols by ranger staff and 
volunteers to engage with 
visitors, increase 
understanding and limit 
disturbance to wildlife and 
habitat. 

Visitors to 
Medmerry. 

1 1 1 1 1 

 During the shorebird 
breeding season (April-
August) deliver a beach 
nesting bird scheme, roping 
off areas being used by 
breeding shorebirds, adding 
temporary signage and 
engaging with visitors via 
ranger staff and volunteers 
based at key locations as 
appropriate. 

Visitors to 
Medmerry. 

2 2 2 2 2 

Create a sustainable 
source of visitor income. 

Run regular paid guided 
walks at Medmerry. 

General public 
2 2 2 2 2 

 Investigate and deliver (if 
appropriate) small, low 
impact events at Medmerry 
(for example a picnic day on 
the beach post breeding 
season). 

 

3 3 3 3 3 

Maintain and improve 
visitor infrastructure. 

Work with WSCC and NE to 
see the England Coastal 
path infrastructure delivered 
across site. 

General public 

3 3 3 3 3 

 Repair Earnley car park 
surface. 

Visitors by car. 
2 2    
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 Repair Easton lane car park 
surface. 

Visitors by car 
 3 3   

 Repair north side tracks. Cyclists/mobility 
scooters/needed 
vehicle access 

 2 2   

 Repair south side tracks Cyclists/mobility 
scooters/needed 
vehicle access 

  2 2  

 Maintain and replace 
gates/styles. 

 As 
needed 

Focused 
effort 

As needed 

 Seasonal update temporary 
signage on site to reflect 
current work being carried 
out and engage visitors in 
our conservation 
management. 

Visitors to 
Medmerry. 

2 2 2 2 2 

Improve viewing 
opportunities on site to 
experience the natural 
spectacle being created. 

All conservation delivery and 
development to consider 
how best to enhance the 
visitor experience if possible 
(for example loafing posts at 
the stilt pool or a bee bank).  

Visitors to 
Medmerry. 

3 3 3 3 3 

 
 
 

4b.2. Proposed Visitor Projects Identified  
 

Feature / Project Priority Timescale Project manager 

Update, replace and expand visitor navigation / 
signage 

High 2023 Visitor Team 

Investigate options and introduce carparking 
charges at Earnley and Easton Lane in line with 
other sites. 

High 2023 Visitor Team 
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5.  MAPS 
Include all relevant maps from the list on the contents page 
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1a. Location of the reserve 
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1b. Reserve boundary 
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2. Statutory, planning, archaeological and other designations 
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3. Land/rights held by RSPB 
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4. Land/rights let out by RSPB 
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5. Wayleaves and easements. 
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6a. Planning permissions 
 
N/A 
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7. Public access 
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8. Revenue grants schemes and area-based subsidies 
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8(i). ELS/HLS scheme options (until Oct 2023 at least) 
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8(ii): ELS/HLS scheme rotational options (as of March 2022). 
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9a. Main fixed assets 
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9b. Archaeological and historic assets 
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10. Geology and soils 
 
Mapping in progress as of March 2022.  



 

65 
 

 

11. Hydrology 
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12. WeBS sectors 
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13. Primary sites to investigate for further wetland/scrape/lagoon enhancement creation. 
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14a. Medmerry Island Project, whole project site. 
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14b. Medmerry Islands Project, central Islands detail. 

  



 

70 
 

Appendix 1: SITE LOCATION AND DESIGNATION 
 

A1.1. Location and relevant authorities 
 

Site name Medmerry 
SSDB/CMS code 25500551 (previous Bracklesham code) 
Area (ha) 491 ha includes:- 

RSPB freehold 63ha 
EA – RSPB lease area 428ha 
which includes: 348ha core 
53ha non-core (that EA retains the right to 
remove from tenancy)  
27ha contingency land (can be removed from 
tenancy if both EA and RSPB agree and is 
replaced with land of higher ecological value to 
mitigate for the loss of Bracklesham Bay SSSI 
freshwater habitats). 

Grid ref (centre of reserve) SZ833 955 
District Chichester 
County Council * 1 West Sussex County Council, County Hall, 

Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 1RQ 
District Council**2 Chichester District Council, East Pallant House, 

East Pallant, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 
1TY 

Parish Council Sidlesham (part), Earnley (part) 
Parliamentary Constituency Chichester 
Local Environment Agency office3 Southern Region, Guildbourne House, 

Chatsworth Road, Worthing, West Sussex, 
BN11 1LD 

Drainage Authority4 EA 
Airport Safeguarding zone n/a 

 
 
 

* mineral planning authority 
** general planning authority 
1 or Unitary Authority 
2 or London Borough Council 
3 or relevant SEPA office Scotland 
4 or Internal Drainage Board 
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A1.2. Designations 
 
Details of statutory, planning and other designations are given in the following table and 
shown in Map 2. 
 

Designation All or part of site? Name and other details 
SSSI/ASSI Part Bracklesham Bay SSSI  
NNR None  

SPA Under the National 
Planning Policy 
Framework, Section 118, 
(Dept for Communities 
and Local Gov 2012),  
Medmerry is to be treated 
as if SPA, excluding non-
core and contingency 
land. 

Intertidal habitat is being created to 
replace habitat being lost elsewhere 
in the Solent. We expect this area to 
become SPA, SAC (or equivalent) in 
due course. 

pSAC Under the National 
Planning Policy 
Framework, Section 118, 
(Dept for Communities 
and Local Gov 2012),  
Medmerry is to be treated 
as if SPA, excluding non-
core and contingency land 

As above 

RAMSAR None yet As above 
SINC Part Bracklesham Bay 
LNR None  

Statutory Bird 
Sanctuary 

None  

National Park None  

ESA None  

RSS None  

Habitat Scheme None  

AONB None  

Heritage Coast None  

National Scenic 
Area (NSA) 

None  

World Heritage 
Site (WHS) 

None  

Conservation 
Area 

None  

Common Land None  

Listed Building None  

Archaeological 
site 

Part Wide range of archaeology from 
Bronze Age to WWII 

Finds Part Some significant finds including Ice 
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Age erratics, raised beach, 
Iron/Bronze Age 
homestead/cemetery, Roman 
artefacts, Medieval fish weir, WWII 
crash site and pill boxes. None are 
designated but there is a duty 
through the Environment Act and 
through Government Estate 
protocols to consider these features. 

Scheduled 
Ancient 
Monument 

None None. 

IACS registered All  

UKWAS 
registered 

No  

Contaminated 
land 

No  

Other* recommended Marine 
Conservation Zone (rMCZ)  

The breach point currently falls within 
the boundary of the offshore rMCZ. 
Although most of the MCZ is outside 
of the RSPB management, if it is 
designated, we will need to consider 
operations that may have an impact 
or influence the features proposed 
for protection. It has been NE advice 
to change the boundary of the rMCZ 
to exclude the breach point. 
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A1.3. Statutory site condition assessment 
 

a) SSSI/ASSI (information via Natural England website on 
31/12/2021) 
 

SSSI/ASSI 
name 

Unit or 
feature 

Assessment Date Comment 

Bracklesham 
Bay SSSI 

002 Unfavourable - 
Recovering 

10/05/2012 Access to unit 2 is restricted due 
to reprofiling and engineering 
works needed for the Medmerry 
coastal realignment and therefore 
a meaningful assessment of this 
unit is not possible.  Currently 
most of the grassland resembles 
MG5 with a maritime influence 
with saltmarsh species such as 
Salicornia and sea purslane) 
present in certain areas.Once 
works are completed this unit will 
undergo transition to saltmarsh 
and intertidal mud habitats and 
the positive indicator species will 
need to be modified to reflect the 
change in habitat. Elaine Webster 
13.12.11 

Bracklesham 
Bay SSSI 

003 Unfavourable - 
Recovering 

03/01/2014 This is the Medmerry partnership 
project with EA and the RSPB, 
the breach in the shingle beach 
and the sea was allowed into the 
SSSI and some of the 
surrounding farmland.  Natural 
Processes will dominate the 
management of the area as works 
are completed. 

Bracklesham 
Bay SSSI 

004 Favourable 25/01/2012 Medmerry realignment will result 
in a breach of the existing 
managed shingle embankment. 
resulting in a more natural coastal 
profile and the reintroduction of 
natural coastal processes. 
Estimated area affected is about 
half of the unit 4 exposures. EW 
17.01.12 

Bracklesham 
Bay SSSI 

005 Unfavourable - 
Recovering 

25/01/2012 Natural coastal processes occur 
along most of this section, 
providing the desired conditions 
for the geological exposure on the 
foreshore. Beds of tertiary age 
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shells and other fossils are 
exposed at low tide. EW 17.01.12 

 
 

A1.4. SSSI/ASSI citation 
 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/PDFsForWeb/Citation/1004079.pdf 

COUNTY: WEST SUSSEX SITE NAME: BRACKLESHAM BAY DISTRICT: CHICHESTER 
Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981.  

Local Planning Authority: CHICHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL National Grid Ref: SZ 
775975, SZ 844930 Area: 201.9 (ha.) 499.01 (ac.) Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 197 
1:10,000: SZ 89 SW, NW & SZ 79 NE Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1980 Date of Last 
Revision: – Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1986 Date of Last Revision: 1989 Other 
Information: Part of this site will be listed in 'A Geological Conservation Review'.  

Reasons for Notification: This site consists of a long stretch of coast with some rough 
unimproved grazing pastures which are important for the bird populations they support. 
This importance is elevated as agricultural improvement continues to threaten and erode a 
habitat-type already scarce within the county. The coastal habitats include a small area of 
salt marsh, shingle bank, the rifes (wide flowing ditches) and associated reed beds, 
together with a long stretch of intertidal exposures of high geological interest. Biological 
Interest The most important habitat in terms of size and wildlife interest is the area of 
unimproved pasture subject to seasonal flooding. Grasses such as red fescue Festuca 
rubra, sea couch Elymus pycnanthus, creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera and sweet vernal-
grass Anthoxanthum odoratum form a distinctive sward in which a variety of herbs grow, 
including viper's-bugloss Echium vulgare, lady’s bedstraw Galium verum and buck’s-horn 
plantain Plantago coronopus. In the extreme west and east of the pasture and on the 
banks of the rifes rough grassland is dominated by sea couch, with small amounts of 
sheep’s fescue Festuca ovina and creeping bent grasses and local abundancies of 
common saltmarsh grass Puccinellia maritima bordering the shingle. A number of 
saltmarsh and sea plants including sea aster Aster tripolium and sea-purslane Halimione 
portulacoides occur throughout this rough grassland type. In the north of the pasture some 
degree of improvement (re-seeding) has occurred where the dominant grass in a lusher 
sward is red fescue, although some crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus, sheep’s fescue 
and cocks foot Dactylis glomerata grasses remain. The major rife is regularly inundated 
with emergent communities dominated by common reed Phragmites australis and sea 
club-rush Scirpus maritimus, with reed-grass Glyceria maxima also present. Drainage 
ditches which dissect the pastures support a rather depauperate flora due to ditch 
clearance. The shingle bank is not extensively vegetated but common stork’s-bill Erodium 
cicutarium, yellow horned-poppy Glaucium flavum, mayweed Tripleurospermum 
maritimum and the locally-distributed sea-kale Crambe maritima, all occur in places. A. 
small area of saltmarsh has developed in a depression behind the shingle wall. Here 
glasswort Salicornia dolichostachya is dominant, whilst in more stable parts of the marsh 
thrift Armeria maritima, prickly saltwort Salsola kali, common cord-grass Spartina anglica 
and sea aster form a small but distinct community. The areas of seasonally flooded 
grassland together with the rife and shingle banks are of considerable ornithological 
importance for both breeding and overwintering birds. Redshank, ringed plover, snipe and 

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/PDFsForWeb/Citation/1004079.pdf
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lapwing all breed here; the lapwing population on this site is of considerable significance in 
Sussex and may represent up to 10% of the total county population. Wintering birds 
include large flocks of brent geese, ruff and golden plover with smaller numbers of teal, 
pintail, black-tailed godwits and curlew. In addition this site is probably the most important 
in Sussex for overwintering short-eared owls and holds up to twelve individuals annually.  

Geological Interest The geological exposures on the beach between West Wittering and 
Selsey consist of a complex series of Eocene (Tertiary) age beds with some overlying 
younger Pleistocene (Quaternary) deposits. The Tertiary exposures are the type locality of 
the Bracklesham Beds or Group. These were deposited during a number of marine 
transgressions and regressions which resulted in a strongly cyclical stratigraphy. This 
120m section is important in the palaeographic reconstruction during the middle Eocene 
and is essential to stratigraphic studies in the Hampshire Basin. The beds are highly 
fossiliferous for the most part and yield a high diversity marine fauna, while some beds 
contain a brackish-water fauna with strong terrestrial affinities. In addition this is the only 
site among British Tertiary localities with plant fossils in rocks of the late lower and early 
middle Eocene, and it affords the only opportunity to study large beds of this age. At least 
sixteen horizons here are known to yield plant fossils including angiosperm fruits and 
seeds, coniferous leafy shoots, Nipa palm fruits and sea grass plants. The Nipa bed 
includes numerous scattered fruits which prove the proximity of the Nipa-dominated 
coastal mangrove vegetation at this time. The sea grass beds are the only example of 
their kind in Europe. Both these and other horizons in the site are the subject of current 
research and have considerable future research potential. This is a critical site for 
European Tertiary Palaeobotany and coastal palaeoecology. Bracklesham is a historically 
important Eocene fish site, known since about 1850, from which one hundred and sixty 
species have so far been described. Because of the long history of collecting at this site it 
is the type locality for a great many species. Despite being an established and well-known 
Eocene fish site the locality has great potential for future research with much new and 
undescribed material still being discovered. This is the only exposure where fish from the 
Bracklesham Beds may be collected in situ. The beds represent repeated cycles, with 
evidence of a marine transgression at the base, then sediment indicating shallowing 
upwards, through to continental beds. The fish occur in the bottom half of a cycle, and 
each of the rapidly changing facies had its own fauna. By these times the Eocene 'North 
Sea' had contracted and the beds deposited were sandier and were interfingered with 
continental deposits. This is the only place where this marginal sandy facies of the Eocene 
sea can be seen. At Earnley there is a highly important Quaternary site with a sequence of 
marine deposits of middle Pleistocene interglacial age providing a unique record of sea 
level changes. Evidence from the sediments, and the pollen microfaunas they contain, 
indicates deposition in an intertidal channel at a time of falling sea level, probably during 
the late Hoxmian or late Cromerian interglacial. In the south east of the site Selsey West 
Beach is a key Quaternary site for a sequence of fresh-water and estuarine deposits of 
Ipswichian interglacial age. Evidence from the sediments here, and the pollen microfaunas 
they contain, indicates rapid climatic amelioration at the beginning of the interglacial and a 
marine transgression at about 1.8m OD in zone IIb. Raised beach deposits formed during 
the high sea levels in the late Ipswichian interglacial overly estuarine deposits and extend 
up to 7m OD west of Selsey Bill. 
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A1.5. SSSI/ASSI Conservation Objectives 
(Condition Objectives in Scotland) 
 
Unavailable 
 

A1.6. SPA, SAC, Ramsar, NNR or archaeological 
citations 
 
N/A 
 

A1.7. Public Access 
 
Access, car parking and public rights of way are shown in Map 7. There is access to the reserve at 
all times by the extensive network of public rights of way. 
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Appendix 2: ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION 
 

A2.1. Geology and soils 
 
The following is taken from Spoor, G. Wet Grassland Possibilities in the Bracklesham Area – Feb 
2005 and from West, Ian. Geology of the Wessex Coast of Southern England. 
 
See map 10. 
 
There are two dominant soils in the Medmerry area. These belong to the Park Gate and Newchurch 
1 soil associations. The Newchurch soils are found in the flood plains of the stream or rife areas 
and the Park Gate soils beyond. 
 
The Newchurch soils, clayey and silty clay in nature, are derived from marine alluvium and are 
relatively well structured in the top 1.0 m giving them fairly high permeability relative to clay soil in 
general.  Below about 1.0 m the soils tend to be unconsolidated with little structure and their 
permeability is very low. 
 
The Park Gate soils are deep stoneless silty soils derived from wind blown silt. They are quite fertile 
and well suited to high value arable crops such as potatoes and vegetables.  The water-holding 
capacity of these soils is high.  Both soils will have groundwater tables. The boundaries between 
the two soils largely follow the edge of the flood plain. 
 
The southern end of the site is 1 m AOD, rising to 4 m AOD in the North. 

 
 
Important geology/geomorphology 
 

Geology/geomorphology Status Comments 

Exposures on foreshore at 
low tide, complex series of 
Eocene [Tertiary] beds with 
some overlying younger 
Pleistocene [Quaternary] 
deposits 

Nationally important Strictly speaking, these are not on the 
reserve as they are below the high 
water mark, but some may be 
exposed on site as the shingle bank 
moves over time. However, visitors 
will come to the reserve to search for 
fossils, which are best found at very 
low tides. 
See SSSI citation for a fuller 
description of the important plant and 
fish remains here.  Fossil shark’s 
teeth, shells, etc. are found on the 
beach.  
Also see West, Ian. Geology of the 
Wessex Coast of Southern England. 

 
 

A2.2. Hydrology 
 
Key hydrological features are shown in Map 11. 
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The creation of Medmerry has altered the hydrology of the area. The existing (pre-
Medmerry scheme) main watercourses (Broad Rife in the west, Grange Rife in the 
northwest and Easton Rife in the north) continue to gravity feed to 7km of new perimeter 
ditch just landward of the new sea defences.  This perimeter ditch directs water to four 
drainage outfalls (sluices) with tidal flaps, which then allow freshwater to drain off the 
Peninsula into Medmerry and Pagham Harbour. The drainage outfalls are tide-locked on 
high tides, with freshwater collecting in flood storage areas just landward of the new sea 
defence outfalls until the tide falls. 
 
Water levels in the perimeter ditch are maintained to provide both ecological and drainage 
functions by a number of simple weirs, crossing points and water retention structures.  
 
A number of pools, scrapes and reedbeds have been constructed along the perimeter 
ditch to mitigate for SSSI freshwater habitats and water vole habitats that were lost due to 
tidal inundation because of the breach. 
 
The (early 21st century) mean rainfall for the area is 807 mm, which is close to that of 
Chichester which is 787 mm (MAFF Technical Bulletin 34, Climate and Drainage). 
 
The following data relate to the 807 mm rainfall and are taken from Spoor, G. - Wet 
Grassland Possibilities in the Bracklesham Area – Feb 2005 
 
Moisture deficits at end of June (mm)  

 Dry grassland Wet grassland     Open water 
Wet year ( lower 
quartile) 

50 50 62 

Average year 
(median) 

80 110 140 

Dry year (higher 
quartile) 

95 140 175 

    
Average monthly moisture deficit April – June (mm) 

 April May June Total 
 7 26 48 81 
% of April-June 
total 

9 32 59  

   
Excess winter rainfall under dry grassland (mm) 
Wet winter (higher quartile) 420 
Average winter (median) 310 
Dry winter (lower quartile) 210 
 
The higher land rife catchments above about 5m AOD are relatively small, being 
approximately 2, 3 and 4.5 km2 for the western, Easton and Keynor Rifes respectively.  
The Park Gate soils covering most of the catchments release little water during the 
spring/summer period, with the predicted ‘low flow’ (95% exceedance) being only 6.5 % of 
the mean flow. Relatively more water will be released into the watercourse running north 
to the Sidlesham pumping station during the summer period, due the presence and nature 
of the Hamble soils north of Selsey.  The catchment for this greater input is, however, 
small and hence the actual water volumes will be relatively small.  Winter discharges will 
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be ‘flashy’, excess water being released rapidly following rainfall. It has been clear 
following the floods of June 2012 that there is the potential for summer ‘flashy’ discharges 
 

A2.3. Projected changes in climate 
 
Climate change predictions for the UK are for a greater chance of hotter, drier 

summers and warmer, wetter winters. Predicted changes in rainfall patterns vary 

regionally.  

Mean minimum temperature, maximum temperature and rainfall data for 1981-

2010 were extracted from the HadUK climate observations dataset, created by the 

Met Office. The blue bars on the graphs below show the 30 year mean value.  

These can be compared with the predictions for 2040 are derived from the Met 

Office’s UKCP18 climate projections. The graphs show predictions for a high 

greenhouse gas emission scenario (RCP8.5.) The orange bars on the graphs 

below show the median prediction for 2040, and the error bars show the values 

within one standard deviation. Large error bars indicate high variability. 
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A2.4. History of management 
 

a) Brief history of the area 
 
The Medmerry reserve is exemplar of managed realignment and Nature-Based Solutions. Its 
primary function is improved flood risk management to protect local communities, including about 
350 residential properties, the water treatment works and the main road into Selsey via soft, life rich 
coastal protection. Prior to the scheme, the shingle beach was the most threatened stretch of 
coastline in South East England from coastal flooding. Every winter, the EA had to rebuild the 
defences by shoring up the shingle, sometimes recharging the shingle with lorry-loads from Kent. 
The new flood defences offer 1,000 times better flood protection than the existing defences and are 
designed to provide flood protection against rising sea levels over the next 100 years. Prior to the 
realignment. the wider Medmerry Project area was dominated by intensive arable management 
(winter cereals and maize, lesser areas of potatoes, rape and pulses, salad crops on edge of 
project area), with a small area of grassland with intensive livestock management, a limited amount 
of farmed land (near Earnley) in Entry Level Stewardship (field margins and boundaries) and old, 
internal, un-managed seawalls and old ponds with bramble, willow and blackthorn scrub.  From 
2010-2013 much of the site was impacted by construction machinery during the building of the 
ca.7km of new sea defences and associated tracks and infrastructure.  The breach was put in place 
during autumn 2013 allowing the preprepared site to flood and develop as intertidal. 

 
 

b) History of RSPB involvement 
 
The RSPB acquired Bracklesham Bay SSSI in 2006 as a freshwater grazing marsh with some 
saltwater incursion, managed primarily by low-density cattle grazing. The breach of the shingle sea 
defence occurred on RSPB’s land and as a result the habitats have changed fundamentally. From 
2010-2013 much of the site was impacted by construction machinery during the building of the 
ca.7km of new sea defences and associated tracks and infrastructure. 

 

c) Management in the last 5 years 
 
Current management is a mixture of low intervention extensive grazing on the seaward side of the 
seawall, combined with cropped land, mostly inland of the seawall. 
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A2.5. Current issues and constraints 
 
 

• The Bracklesham Bay SSSI site has been altered dramatically by the breach and 
realignment that took place in 2013.  As a result, the current citation is increasingly 
irrelevant to the situation on the ground.  This needs to be resolved by either a 
reassessment of the current SSSI or the incorporation of a new designation across 
the wider, vastly altered, site. 

• The majority of the site is in a Higher Level Stewardship Agreement that 
commenced in Nov 2013 and will end in Oct 2023.  This constrains any ambition 
for adaptive management on these parts of the site until completion. 

• The site will be eligible to enter new Agri-environment funding from Nov 2023.  
Identifying if any parts of the new scheme align with our ecological aims for the site 
(as well as other commitments) will be a key part of the scoping exercise that will 
take place over 2022/23. 

• Hare coursing and scrambler activity are known issues on site with regular reports 
to us and the police. 

• Beach nesting birds face semi-regular disturbance on the beachfront from people 
and dogs using the beach.  At low tide this is limited but at high tide, only the 
potential nesting areas are above water. Much work is being done to mitigate this. 

• Ordinance is regularly found on the beachfront as the shingle rolls east.  The 
coastguard and bomb squad are in regular attendance.  Some individuals 
purposely look for this and report it despite signage and being made aware of the 
obvious risks. 

• The islands at the heart of the site have vast potential as breeding seabird colonies 
but this is currently not being realised due to management limitations and the need 
for habitat works.  This is aimed to be addressed via the Medmerry Islands project 
and actions contained within this plan. 

• Multiple parts of the site could benefit from wetland creation or the addition of 
scrapes as they’re not currently meeting their full potential for wildlife and the 
designated species of the peninsula.  A series of projects will be needed to 
address this, and a development activity is included in this plan. 
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Appendix 3: BIOLOGICAL INFORMATION 
 

Recording areas are shown in Maps 12a (add in additional map numbers as required) 
 

A3.1. Habitats and Vegetation communities 
 
The areas of NCC Phase 1 habitats are given in the following table. 
 
 

NCC Phase 1 habitats on the reserve 
 
Pre-breach extent 
 

Habitat Code Status 
Pre-breach 

extent (ha) 
Possible 

Extent (ha) 

 Grassland, neutral, 

unimproved 
B.2.1 

BAP priority coastal  

floodplain grazing marsh 
48.8 30 

 Coastland: saltmarsh,  

Pioneer - mid 
H.2.4 BAP priority coastal saltmarsh 

0.55 125 

 Coastland: saltmarsh,  

Upper 
H.2.4 BAP priority coastal saltmarsh 

0 33 

 Coastland: 

transitional grassland 
  

0 80 

 
Coastland: intertidal 

muds/sands 
H.1.1 

Required as part of scheme, 

will be SSSI Feature, RSPB 

Priority Habitat, 

BAP Priority Habitat 

0 25 

 
Coastal lagoons H.7 

BAP priority habitat-saline 

lagoon 
0.26 5.0 

 Coastland: shingle 

above high tide mark 
H.3 

BAP priority coastal vegetated 

shingle 
0.63 6.0 

 Coastland: shingle 

above high tide mark 
H.3 

Poorly vegetated shingle due 

to EA works 
5.56 0.2 

 Semi-improved 

grassland 
B2.2  

30 50 

 Scrub   10 2.5 

 Ruderal vegetation   7.5 5 

 Rifes and ditches   12km 12km 

 Open water - 

reservoirs 
  

3.25 1.0 

 Arable land J1.1.  434.45 178.3 

 TOTAL   541 541 

 
Habitat areas in 2018 from Sentinel  mapping 
 

Habitat Code Status Area (ha) Comments 
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Scrub  A2.1  4.5  

Neutral grassland  B2.2  41.3  

Swamp  F1  0.78  

Standing water  G1  37.1  

Intertidal mud/sand  H1.1  58.8  

Saltmarsh (pioneer)  H2.4  39.8  

Saltmarsh (middle)  H2.6  10  

Saltmarsh (high)  H2.6  14  

Shingle above high tide  H3  6.5  

Total    329  

 
There has not been an NVC survey since the breach.
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A3.2. Important species 
 
 

Scientific name English name Popn. Size and  
Date Last 
Recorded 

Status Comments 

Non-breeding birds     

Branta bernicla 
bernicla 

Dark-bellied Brent 
Goose 

 RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Ana penelope Wigeon  RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Tadorna tadorna Shelduck  RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Anas crecca Teal  RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Anas acuta Pintail  RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Haematopus 
ostralegus 

Oystercatcher  RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Pluvialis squatarola Grey Plover  RSPB  
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reserves 
priority 
species 

Limosa limosa Black-tailed Godwit  RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Numenius arquata Curlew  RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Tringa totanus Redshank  RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Breeding birds     

Haematopus 
ostralegus 

Oystercatcher 

5 pairs 2021 RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Recurvirostra avosetta Avocet 21 pairs 2021 RBBP species  

Vanellus vanellus 

Lapwing 

7 pairs 2021 RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Tringa totanus 

Redshank 

1 pair 2021 RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

Charadrius hiaticula 
Ringed Plover 

5 pairs 2021 RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
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species 

Rallus aquaticus Water Rail  RBBP species  

Emberiza calandra 

Corn Bunting 

6 pairs 2020 RSPB 
reserves 
priority 
species 

 

PLANTS     

Parapholis incurva Curved Hard-grass 
 

Small. Last 
recorded in 2014 

NSc (b) Shingle track behind sea wall 

Bupleurum falcatum 

Slender Hare’s-ear  Localised 
Vulnerable, 
NSc (b) 

Was around what was the main saline 
incursion (half way along beach) in more 
open sward; now inundated.  Few plants at 
NW extremity of RSPB landholding 

Puccinellia rupestris Stiff Saltmarsh Grass 
 

Localised, last 
recorded in 2017 

NSc (b) 
Was in wet areas behind beach, mostly 
c100m W of original outfall sluice  

Puccinellia fasciculata Borrer’s Saltmarsh 
Grass 
 

Small, last 
recorded in 2016 

NSc (b) 
Was SE of original EA sluice, now 
completely covered with deep shingle 

Chenopodium 
chenopodioides Saltmarsh Goosefoot 

 
Small, last 
recorded in 2014 

NSc (a) 

Was in cattle pond (approx SZ82619504) 
(100s); also 3 other sites. May be W-most 
site in UK. Maintain bare mud and grazing 
of saltmarsh to provide bare fleet edges. 

Crambe maritima 
Sea Kale  
 

Maybe 100 plants NSc 
Mostly on N end of beach, inward face, 
other areas damaged by former beach 
maintenance regime 

Bromus secalinus Rye Brome Last recorded in 
2014 

Near 
Threatened 

An annual or biennial of cereal fields, 
which is also found as a casual on waste 
ground, and occasionally in improved leys. 
Retain cropping – Objective 2 

Alopecurus bulbosus Bulbous Foxtail Last recorded in 
1987 

NSc (b) A perennial herb of periodically flooded 
brackish grassland in unimproved coastal 
grazing marshes, at the edges of ditches 
and in trampled ground at the base of sea 
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walls. Maintain grazing of upper 
saltmarsh/brackish grassland. 

Trifolium squamosum Sea Clover Last recorded in 
2017 

NSc (b) An annual found in the dry, uppermost 
parts of saltmarshes, brackish meadows 
and by tidal rivers and creeks. Maintain 
grazing of upper saltmarsh/brackish 
grassland.  

Trifolium incarnatum 
subsp. incarnatum 

Crimson Clover Last recorded in 
1989 

Nationally 
rare 

Open and disturbed ground and waste 
places. Maintain bare disturbed ground eg 
along edges of tracks 

Trifolium fragiferum  Strawberry Clover Last recorded in 
2017 

Vulnerable Found behind saltmarshes, on earthen 
sea-walls and grazing marshes.  

Limonium humile Lax-flowered Sea-
lavender 

Last recorded in 
2019 

NSc (b) Found on lightly grazed or ungrazed 
saltmarshes and estuaries. Bare mud 
habitat is important 

Salicornia fragilis Yellow Glasswort Unknown reporting 
date 

NSc (b) An annual largely restricted to open mud 
and muddy sand on intertidal flats and in 
the lowest parts of saltmarshes 

Salicornia pusilla One flowered 
Glasswort 

Last recorded in 
2016 

NSc (b) An annual of upper saltmarsh.  Grows in 
saltmarsh pans and amongst upper 
marsh Puccinellia maritima. Also saline 
fields behind sea walls, where there is 
saltwater seepage and where cattle 
maintain patches of disturbed ground.  

Sarcocornia perennis Perennial Glasswort Last recorded in 
2016 

NSc (b) A woody perennial subshrub of 
saltmarshes, especially in bare or sparsely 
vegetated areas on firm, muddy sand and 
gravel. 

Moss     

Aloina ambigua Tall Aloe-moss Last recorded in 
2010 

NSc (b)  

MAMMALS     

Phoca vitulina Harbour Seal Last recorded in 
2014 

Not Generally found in shallow, sheltered 
coastal waters, sea-lochs and around 
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Evaluated island archipelagos 

Micromys minutus Harvest Mouse Last recorded in 
2018 

Near 
Threatened. 
NSc (b) 

Favours tall areas of vegetation such as 
long grass, reedbeds, grassy hedgerows 
and ditch sides 

Lepus europaeus Brown Hare Up to 4 – 6 S 41 
species of 
principle 
concern 

Most on RSPB reserve 

Arvicola amphibius Water Vole Difficult to estimate 
accurate numbers, 
which are variable 
by seasons and 
year. MWHG has 
data on 
subpopulations of 
the Manhood 
Peninsula 
metapopulation. 

RSPB 
priority 
species, 
schedule 5,  

Widespread in main rifes and wet ditches. 
Extensive mitigation habitat being created, 
which must be maintained to be suitable 
for the Voles. 

Eptesicus serotinus Serotine Last recorded in 
2018 

EPS Need to maintain mature trees  

Pipistrellus pipistrellus 
sensu lato 

Pipistrelle Last recorded in 
2018 

EPS Need to maintain mature trees  

REPTILES     

Vipera berus 
 

Adder 9 individuals 
trapped/removed 
from construction 
zone in 2011 & 
2012 (Jacobs) 

 Occasional sightings in ungrazed 
grassland and old banks. A considerable 
amount of mitigation habitat is being 
created for the reptiles as part of the 
scheme. 

Natrix helvetica 
 

Grass Snake 8 individuals 
trapped in 2011 
&2012 (Jacobs) 

 Occasional sightings in freshwater 
ponds/ditches. 

Anguis fragilis 
 

Slow-worm 876 individuals 
trapped in 
2011&2012 

 Occasional sightings on old banks 
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(Jacobs) 
Zootoca vivipara 
 

Common Lizard 770 individuals 
trapped in 2011 & 
2012 (Jacobs) 

 Large population on rife banks/field 
margins. 

AMPHIBIANS     

Triturus cristatus 
 

Great Crested Newt 1 (Jacobs) EPS Male recorded in one pond within 
boundary, small but important population 
just outside scheme. Four sites for GCN 
on Manhood Peninsula (MWHG data). 

Moths     

Lithosia quadra Four-spotted Footman Last recorded in 
2014 

NSc (a) The larvae feed on lichens on the bark of 
deciduous trees. Retain some older trees. 

Bucculatrix maritima Saltern Bent-wing Last recorded in 
2011 

NSc (b) A saltmarsh species. The larva feeds on 
sea aster (Aster tripolium). Avoid over-
grazing of saltmarsh. 

Coleophora salinella Sea-purslane Case-
bearer 

Last recorded in 
2003 

NSc (a) Larva feeds on seeds. The larva also 
feeds on leaves after the case is formed. 
Occurs on Atriplex spp. Avoid over-grazing 
of saltmarsh 

Scrobipalpa nitentella Common Sea 
Groundling 

Last recorded in 
2011 

NSc (b) Larvae feed on a variety of salting plants, 
including Annual sea-blite (Suaeda 
maritima), Goosefoot (Chenopodium spp.), 
Grass-leaved orache (Atriplex littoralis), 
Hastate orache (Atriplex hastata) and Sea-
purslane (Atriplex portulacoides). Avoid 
over-grazing of saltmarsh 

Ectoedemia 
erythrogenella 

Coast Bramble Pigmy Last recorded in 
2003 

NSc (b) A micromoth which mines the leaves of 
bramble in coastal localities 

Nemophora cupriacella Coppery Long-horn Last recorded in 
1998 

NSc (b) Dry grassy areas and downland. Larvae 
feed on scabious (Knautia, Succisa or 
Scabiosa). Avoid over-grazing of 
grasslands. 

Coleophora salicorniae Glasswort Case-bearer Last recorded in 
2003 

NSc (b) The larva feeds at first internally and later 
in a case, on Salicornia, typically on small 
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plants colonising well drained, bare 
patches in the mixed vegetation zone 

Caloptilia 
falconipennella 

Scarce Alder Slender Last recorded in 
2011 

NSc (b) Leaf mines on Alder. Retain alder 

Cucullia asteris Star-wort Last recorded in 
2016 

NSc (b) Feeds on Sea Aster. Avoid over-grazing of 
saltmarsh 

Spiders     

Argiope bruennichi  Frequent NSc (a) Throughout rough grassland 

Sitticus inexpectus  Last recorded in 
2016 

NSc (b) Occurs on coastal shingle and amongst 
tidal litter on shell shingle and sand 
adjacent to saltmarsh. 

Odonata     

Sympetrum sangineum Ruddy Darter Unknown NSc (b) Ponds and ditches with water 
Anaciaeschna isoceles Norfolk Hawker Last recorded in 

2019 
NSc (a) Breeds in unpolluted grazing marsh dykes, 

particularly ones which contain water-
soldier, and where the water table is 
maintained at high levels. Maintain water 
quality and high ditch levels and stiff 
emergent vegetation. 

Orthoptera     

Conocephalus discola  Frequent NSc (a) Coastal marsh and grassy banks 

Metrioptera roeselli  Frequent NSc (b) Rough grasslands 

Platycleis albopunctata Grey Bush-cricket Last recorded in 
1972 

NSc (b) Found mainly on hard or soft rock cliffs or 
shingle in dry places with rough herbage, 
especially on south facing slopes, but 
rarely more than a few hundred meters 
from the coast. Re-survey stabilised 
shingle areas. 

Hemiptera     

Orthotylus 
(Melanotrichus) rubidus 

Plant bug Last recorded in 
2017 

Nationally 
rare 

A bug of saltmarshes on the south and 
east coasts, where it feeds on 
Chenopodiaceae, especially sea purslane 
(Halimione portaculoides) 
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Weevils     

Oxystoma cerdo  Unknown NSc (b) Vetches in rough grassland 

Sibinia arenariae  Unknown NSc (b) Spurreys along vegetated shingle 

Trichosirocalus 
dawsoni 

 Unknown NSc (b) Saltmarsh 

Coleoptera     

Dicheirotrichus 
obsoletus 

 Last recorded in 
2017 

NSc (b) Saltmarshes, wet sand on the coast and 
the sea-shore, particularly at the 
strandline.  

Cassida nobilis  Last recorded in 
2016 

NSc (b) Various habitats; adults feed on leaves of 
fat-hen Chenopodium album, glassworts 
Salicornia, oraches Atriplex and corn 
spurrey Spergula arvensis (and possibly 
other plants), larvae feed on 
Chenopodiaceae and Caryophyllaceae 

Sibinia arenariae  Last recorded in 
2019 

NSc (b) Grassland, coastal cliffs and the drier parts 
of saltmarshes. 

Bembidion 
(Diplocampa) 
fumigatum 

 Last recorded in 
1976 

NSc (b) On well vegetated margins of ponds, 
ditches in fens and other inland situations. 
Also on the banks of estuaries and on the 
coast. Maintain some wet litter. Do not 
clear whole banks at one time. 

Bembidion (Emphanes) 
normannum 

 Last recorded in 
1976 

NSc (b) A saltmarsh species restricted to fine sand 
or silt in the upper tidal zone, often under 
seaweed 

Brachinus (Brachinus) 
crepitans 

Bombadier Beetle Last recorded in 
2017 

NSc (b) Maintain early successional habitat 

Cyclodinus constrictus  Last recorded in 
2019 

NSc (a) Sandy microhabitats, such as seashore, 
riverbanks, saltmarshes 

Gronops lunatus  Last recorded in 
2016 

NSc (b) Maintain grazing or some other 
disturbance to maintain open conditions 
and encourage early successional stages. 

Lixus (Eulixus)  Last recorded in NSc (b) Coastal shingle. Found on sea beet Beta 
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scabricollis 2019 vulgaris subsp. maritima 

Trichosirocalus 
dawsoni 

 Last recorded in 
2019 

NSc (b) Coastal cliffs, undercliffs and saltmarshes. 
Avoid over-grazing - maintain flowering 
plantains 

Cordicollis instabilis  Last recorded in 
2019 

NSc (a) Lives in detritus on saltmarshes and adults 
visit flowers, notably composites and 
umbellifers. Avoid over-grazing - maintain 
flowering plants 

Water Beetles 
(Hydraenidae/Hydrophi
lidae) 

    

Ochthebius marinus  Unknown NSc (b) Brackish pools 

Ochthebius viridus  Unknown. Last 
recorded in 2019 

NSc (b) Tiny beetle in brackish pools 

Enochrus halophilus  Unknown. Last 
recorded in 2019 

NSc Found at the margins of brackish pools 
among sedges or under submerged 
driftwood 

Picture-wing Flies     

Campiglossa absinthii  Unknown NSc  

Bees     

Bombus humilis Brown-banded carder 
bee 
 

Occ  Rough grasslands along banks 

Colletes halophilus Sea Aster Mining Bee a colony pre-2013 NSc (a) Upper margins of saltmarshes. Frequently 
nests in vast aggregations on bare, sandy 
soil and south-facing sunny slopes. 
Requires flower-rich areas, especially 
those with Aster tripolium, for adult 
foraging but will visit many other flower 
spp.  Maintain sandy banks for nesting. 

Heriades truncorum Ridge-saddled 
Carpenter Bee 

Scarce RDB3 Retain dead wood including old fence 
posts.  

Molluscs     
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Menina similis  Small RDB  

Ecrobia ventrosa Spire Snail Last recorded in 
2012 

NSc (a) Found in non-tidal lakes and pools which 
are very infrequently inundated e.g. On 
spring tides or storm surges. 

Fish     

Anguilla anguilla European Eel Unknown, last 
recorded 2018 

 Need to comply with Eel Regulations 
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A3.3. Trends of important species 
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A3.6. Rationale for any changes to conservation 
objectives and targets 
 
 
The previous plan set out management of the new reserve at a time when the realignment 
was yet to/and shortly after it had, taken place.  As a result, much of the ecological targeting 
was a mix of previous known habitats and site usage.  Likewise, the reserve was entered 
into a ten-year Agri environment scheme at this point (2013) that reflected what was known 
and considered the best aim at that time for the developing reserve. 
 
This management plan has the experience of a decade of reserve development to reflect on 
when crafting its immediate aims and also takes on board the transient nature of both the 
reserve and the wider environmental and regulatory landscape to acknowledge that it 
cannot set out a full five-year plan at this point due to further knowledge and scoping being 
needed. 
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Data sources 
 
Specific data sources are listed below and copies are held on reserve file. 
 

Group Data source(s) 

Birds 

Breeding Bird Surveys (2007-present) 
Volunteer & farmer Alliance Surveys 
Wetland Bird Surveys (2006-present) 
Sussex Ornithological Society data 

Plants 

Vegetation description - compiled by Nature 
Conservancy Council 1982 
Shingle bank flora - A Parker, 2006. 
Casual botanical records A Parker, M Ausden, 
2006  
One day botanical survey by James Cadbury and 
A Parker, Sept 2007 
SBRS survey Knapp, A. (Sept 2009)  
Shingle report (Rob Cooke, NCC, 1982) 
Post breach surveys by Mark Gurney (RSPB) for 
EA in 2014 and 2016.   

Shingle lichens 
Undisturbed shingle areas surveyed  - Street, L & 
S, 2006 

Saline invertebrates 
One-day survey by Graeme Lyons, Oct 2007.  
Survey of intertidal invertebrates in 2017 by Mark 
Gurney, (RSPB), for EA. 

Molluscs 
Surveys of brackish and marine molluscs by Martin 
Willing in 2012 (pre-breach) and Aug-Oct 2018. 

Selected insect groups 
Entomological Survey of Proposed Managed 
Retreat, Medmerry, Selsey, W. Sussex – report to 
ABPmer by Edwards, M. (2009)  

Water Voles, reptiles, 
Great Crested Newt, 
Badger, invertebrates, fish 

EA/Jacobs during preparations/construction of 
Medmerry scheme 
Manhood Wildlife & Heritage Group mapping data 
for Water Voles, plus Action Plan 2011-20 
Small fish surveys in 2016 by Sussex IFCA as part 
of post-breach monitoring for EA – continued by 
RSPB post 2019. 

Networks Chichester District Council nature network maps 
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