
The Parish Council Year from May 2021 to April 2022  
During the financial year the parish council achieved the completion of several key projects identified through our Parish 

Plan. These have been focused on traffic calming measures in our country lanes. This has required significant interaction 

with WSCC Highways in obtaining various approvals etc. The village gateways at the entrance to the Earnley 

Conservation Area (ECA) have been installed, the purchase of two portable Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) and 

attachment post installed at key strategic locations across the parish. Apart from displaying vehicle speeds they also 

collect useful data on the number of vehicle movements and speeds.   

 

A further traffic calming measure is the planting of wild meadow verges. An initial trial site has been planted in the ECA 

and I would like to thank Cllr. John Williams for all his hard work in planning, preparing and planting out this site.  Plans 

are now being prepared to have wild meadow verges in other parts of the parish and to install gateways at the entrances 

to the other hamlets in the parish. 

 

When Sandy Simpson moved to a new house outside the parish she was replaced by Dougie McDonald. I would like to 

thank Sandy for her contribution, a list too long to detail here, to the parish over the 10 years she served as a councillor.   

I would like to welcome Dougie who has some very useful previous work experience and has quickly settled in and is 

making a very valuable contribution. Good to have you on the team. 

 

Cllr John Stant took over the role of chairman of the Planning Committee from Sandy. John also took on the onerous 

task, with the help of Julia Bowering, in analysing all the responses from the residents’ questionnaires which were used 

to identify residents concerns and hence the objectives and action plan for 2022 – 2027 Earnley Parish Plan. Thanks John 

and Julia. 

 

For a small rural parish, we get more than our fair share of large planning applications. We have, therefore, made 

financial provisions in the budget to employ specialist consultants to provide specific evidence to support any objection 

the parish council might make to an application. Cllr Robert Carey has put many hours of hard work in gathering 

evidence, with the help of Julia Bowering, and presenting this at the recent Concourse appeal hearing and more recently 

at the Clappers Lane inquiry, which is on-going. A huge thank you to Robert and Julia.   

 

Finally, but not least, I would like to thank our parish clerk Louise Chater for her commitment to delivering a professional 

and helpful service and liaising with the various external bodies in delivering the parish council’s aims and objectives. 
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The Parish Council currently has a full complement of Councillors, the next 

elections are due to take place in May 2023; could you see your face as part 

of the team?  Why not join us at the meetings and find out all about the 

council.  We are a friendly lot.  



The High and Low Moments from the Year  
• Resignation of  Sandy Simpson as she no longer lives in the 

Parish 

• Co-option of  one new councillor—Welcome to Dougie  

• Installation of  the Village Gateways at the entrance of 

Earnley Conservation Area  

• The large number of planning applications submitted by 

developers in the surrounding villages and in Earnley  

• Purchase and deployment of two Speed Indicator Devices  

• Work commenced on Highway Meadows  

• Breech of the sea defences at Medmerry shingle bank  

• Ditch and Pond Clearance works continue to prevent 

flooding 

• Purchase and Installation of the Hedgehog Hall Pond 

information board  

• Earnley Volunteers Group formed to help Manhood Wildlife 

& Heritage Group with  environmental projects in the 

Parish  



The Parish Council Year at a Glance  

First level of democracy providing local voice on local affairs, working for the whole 

community for us and future generations  

• In law, a council is a single corporate body 

& the decisions it takes are the 

responsibility of the council as a whole. 

• Standing Orders, Financial Regulations 

and policy documents for governance. 

Councillors  

• 5 unpaid Councillors  

• The Chairman and Vice Chairman are elected 

each May 

• Members are elected every 4 years; the next 

election is May 2023 

Meetings 

• Following the lifting of Covid restrictions Face to Face meetings resumed in July  

• Full Council Meeting  fourth Monday of May, July, September, November, January & 

March commences at  7pm or immediately after the Planning Committee  

• Planning Committee fourth Monday (excluding August & December) commences at 

6.45pm  

• All meetings can be observed online, link including in the Agenda 

• Public are welcome to attend & raise matters with the Council.  Public Section 

included on the Agenda  

Parish Council Clerk  

• Only Council employee—10 hours per 

week  

• Undertakes the Council’s Instructions 

• Offers advice in relation to law & policy  

• Provides information on effective 

decisions  

• Responsible for financial records  

PRECEPT  

• Collected by Chichester District 

Council through the Council Tax  

• £19,803.00 for financial year ended 

31st March 2022  

• Allows the Parish Council to 

undertake its functions and maintain 

its property  

Property/Assets owns, maintains 

and insures….. 

• 3 Bus Shelters 

• 4 Finger Posts  

• 3 Noticeboards 

• Mounted Pen & Stock Key  

• Two Speed Indicator 

Devices  

• Four village gateways 

• Royal Flying Corp Silhouette 

• WWI Commemorative 

Plaque 



Other Roles & Responsibilities  

Planning  

• Chichester District Council is the Planning 

Authority and makes the decisions  

• The Planning Committee comments on 

Applications  

• Reviewed 46 applications in Parish and 5 in   

adjacent parishes.  The Committee objected 

to 7 applications and made comments on 

one further application 

• Made representation at CDC Planning 

Committee  

• Referred a number of issues to CDC 

Enforcement Team  

Committees/ Working Parties  

• Planning: met 9 times 

• Employment: met twice  

• Code of Conduct: no meeting required  

• Complaints: no meeting required  

Risk Assessments  

• Undertaken Annually for Parish Council 

Management and Property  

• Regular inspection of property & assets 

repairs undertaken  

Earnley Parish Plan  

• Parish Plan questionnaire circulated 

to all dwellings  and  109 responses 

were returned 

• The top three priorities of residents 

were: inappropriate housing, traffic 

speed and Traffic volume 

• New Plan was adopted by the parish 

council   to cover the period of 

2022—2027 including seven 

objectives to guide the council on the 

residents’ priorities  

• Earnley Parish Plan distributed to 

every household in the Parish, 

neighbouring Parish Councils, the 

District Council and the County 

Council 

Representation  

Attending meetings with CDC, WSCC, Local 

Council Associations and other parishes  

Communication  

• 11 digital newsletters issued if you 

don’t receive a copy sign up here 
http://eepurl.com/dtztXH  

• Website page maintained 

Supporting Local Organisations  

• Donations to outside charities and groups 

which benefit parish residents. 

Training  

• Clerk attended 16 training courses and nine 

briefing sessions  

• The Chairman attended briefing sessions  

• One councillor attended three training 

sessions  

http://eepurl.com/dtztXH


Finance—Income for year ended 31st March 2021 

A full version of the accounts and supporting 

papers, including the External Auditors Report is 

available on the website www.earnleypc.org  
(Audit Papers – Earnley Parish Council (earnleypc.org) ) 

Total Income:  The total income was £ 22,124.23.  The precept was £19,803.00 

Community Infrastructure Levey (CIL): CIL is collected by CDC from developers and 

passed to the parish council.  CIL can only be spent on projects identified on CDC’s 

Infrastructure Business Plan.  CIL spending has to be spent within five years of receipt .  

The Parish Council did not receive any CIL funding in the current financial year.  

Shared Expenditure: The Parish Clerk also works for North Mundham Parish Council 

and this is expenditure that in shared between both councils and invoiced to North 

Mundham Parish Council.  

Reserve Funds: The Parish Council bank account holds £30589.40, in its reserves. This is 

to ensure the parish council has funding for both long term and short term projects as well 

as ensuring that funding is available for unexpected expenditure.  Within the reserves 

there is £6,873.00 ring fenced for CIL expenditure. 

https://earnleypc.org/annual-return/audit-papers


Finance—Expenditure for year ended 31st March 2021  

Administration: The total annual cost for the Parish Council, which includes the Clerk’s salary and 

all other expenses that allows the council to function, is £24,891.29.  

Planning Appeals: The Parish Council has engaged an Traffic Consultant to prepare evidence to 

support the Parish Councils objection and the planning appeal in relation to the planning application at 

Earnley Concourse.    

Grants: The Parish Council provided grant funding towards the provision of the community warden, 

Wittering First Responders, Wittering Junior Youth Club, Manhood Mobility. In addition, the Council also 

provided grants  to Chichester & Arun District Citizen Advice, Age UK Sussex, West Sussex Mind and 

Manhood Peninsula Partnership.   The Parish Council also provided funding towards water quality 

monitor equipment in relation to sewage discharge into the sea.  

 Projects: The Parish Council has worked on a number of projects over the year, providing funding for 

the clearance of ditches and ponds.  As part of  conservation area management plan the Parish Council 

are required to try and reduce traffic and improve pedestrian safety through the conservation, as the 

conservation area is so rural the traditional hard engineering solutions for speed reduction are not 

suitable for this location therefore the parish council has planted a wildflower meadow in the verge, this 

is was funded via the monies held on behalf of the Parish Council by WSCC in relation to the building of 

the beeches site on Clappers Lane.    

Highway Safety: The Parish Council owns three bus shelters the bus shelter on Bell Lane was 

vandalised and repairs were carried out on this in sum of £178.30 

VAT: The Parish Council is able to reclaim some VAT, and a VAT claim was submitted at the end of the 

financial year, but £3.99 was outside the VAT claim requirements.  



Report from the Annual Meeting of Electors Meeting held on 21st March 2022  

[This is an edited version of the minutes of the meeting] 

When considering planning applications, the Parish Council reviews the needs of the applicant and the wider needs of the 

community.  Applications are considered against the National Framework which has a presumption in favour of sustainable 

development, however applications must not be to the detriment of existing communities, recognise the importance of 

historical assets, conservation area and the local character.   

 

Over the past year there have been a number of large-scale planning applications in the parish and the surrounding area, the 

Parish Council has objected to all of them.  There are two applications that are within the parish that have been refused by the 

District Council and have now gone to appeal.  The Parish Council has registered for Rule Six status for the Clappers Lane 

Application  and is planning to instruct a traffic consultant in relation to the traffic issues in the conservation area, in addition 

the Parish Council will be presenting evidence on the visual impact on the conservation area and the sewage issues.   

 

The public rights of way in the parish are mainly for leisure, the footpath network is maintained by adjacent landowner, two 

areas have been put forward to West Sussex County Council to raise the issue of maintenance with the landowner.  The Parish 

Council is pleased that the new owners of Medmerry Park have indicated that they are happy for cyclists to use footpath 55 to 

enable access to the beach.  The Parish Council continue to try and encourage the provision of a cycle path to join up Drove 

Lane and footpath 2.  People appear to have started walking their dogs on the track adjacent to the flood relief scheme 

adjacent to Earnley Manor Close, concern was expressed about the amount of dog waste being left behind and hung from 

bushes on this route.  To access this route people are parking in the entrance and this provides access for the maintenance of 

the flood relief works.   

 

The Parish Council is very keen to ensure that the parish maintains it rural feel and appearance.  The Parish Councils very 

concerned about the large number of trees that have been felled within the Somerley Conservation at a small number of 

dwellings.  In addition, the lighting of trees may be viewed as nice by the resident, however this affects the wildlife.  It was 

requested that residents and businesses improvements try to ensure that the works that they complete on their dwelling or 

business make a positive contribution to ensure that the parish remains rural.  

 

Cllr. Carey reported that the Parish Council continues to liaise with the Environment Agency and works have recently been 

completed to on the clearance of Earnley rife and the rife south of Clappers Lane.  The Parish Council has funded and arranged 

clearance work for the flood diversion works on Almodington Lane and the repair of the non-return valve which had been 

damaged.   The Parish Council has worked with Manhood Wildlife and Heritage Group on pond clearance, which ensures less 

pressure on the ditch network as the ponds then hold the water during heavy rainfall. In addition, several residents have 

volunteered to assist with the clearance of ditches. The Parish Council still holds funds for flood prevention work, this is held to 

engage contractors when the work is more than the capability of the volunteers.  

 

Over the winter the shingle bank at Medmerry was significantly damaged, however, the Environment Agency carried out 

restoration works very quickly, a longer-term plan is currently being worked on to strengthen the single bank.  The draft RSPB 

management plan for Medmerry has been issued which is currently out for consultation.  Of concern is the RSPBs plan to 

change both car parks to chargeable car parks. 

 

The Parish Council produced a Parish Plan in 2016, one of the main objectives was to encourage people to drive within the 

speed limit .  As the Parish is so rural it is difficult to install design speed reduction schemes without urbanising the area.  

Therefore, the Parish Council has gone for the soft approach with installing village gateways at the entrance of Earnley 

Conservation Area, and the Parish Council has purchased two Speed Indicator Devices which have been deployed throughout 

the parish.  The first phase of wildflower meadow on clappers Lane has been put to seed and hopefully we will see the results 

of Cllr. Williams hard work over the summer.   The funding for these projects has come from the Section 106 agreement with 

Millers Homes.   The Parish Council has recently adopted its replacement parish plan, and this has been delivered to every 

household. 


