
 

Seasons Greetings to you all 
2 new LSA books 

Foxash by Kate Worsley 

Kate Worsley contacted me recently as she had ‘just discovered the Foxash 

LSA Story on the local parish website’  In 2013 Kate researched and then 

wrote a novel ‘loosely set on the Foxash estate’. 

“Worn out by poverty, Lettie Radley and her miner husband Tommy grasp 

at the offer of their very own smallholding - part of a Government scheme 

to put the unemployed back to work on the land. When she comes down to 

Essex to join him, it's not Tommy who greets her, but their new neighbours. 

Overbearing and unkempt, Jean and Adam Dell are everything that the 

smart, spirited, aspirational Lettie can't abide. 

As Lettie settles in, she finds an unexpected joy in the rhythms of life on the smallholding. She's 

hopeful that her past, and the terrible secret Tommy has come to Foxash to escape, are far behind 

them. But the Dells have their own secrets. And as the seasons change, and a man comes knocking 

at the gate, the scene is set for a terrible reckoning. Publication date: April 2023 (Pre-order Amazon) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Skiddaw and Six Acres by Eileen Devenney & Tony Britton (2022) 

This book is the culmination of several years work excavating stories and 

photographs of Crofton LSA in Cumbria. 

Review: With the assitance of Dr Bill Martin, who has researched widely on 

the LSA nationally, the story of Crofton has emerged. 

Editors Tony Britton and Eileen Divenney both grew up on smallholdings in 

Crofton, they represent the two distinct eras: the original tenants in 1936 

and the agriculutural recruits of the late 1950s. “Beneath the Skiddaw 

skyline 70 smallholders and their families toiled long days and slept short nights in a bid to make a 

living from their Cumberland soil. 

Land Settlement Association 

Bulletin No 53 

(December 2022) 
 

 



Anyone remember this? 

 

 

At a ‘gala’ event in 

Chichester ? 

 

 

 

 

Weald and Downland Living Museum 

Once the LSA house is rebuilt at the museum the LSA Story will have a permanent home – 

not just Sidlesham LSA, but all 20 LSAs across the country – testonomy, not just to the 100 

unemployed miners and shipbuilders who came to Sidlesham in 1936, but the 1000 who 

went to 20 LSAs across the country in the 1930s and the 1000s of tenants and staff who 

followed them. 

Another Exhibition 

Rememberthe LSA exhibition at the Novium in Chichester? There will now be another one. 

This time on The Selsey Tramway from the second half of 2024 until the end of 2025. There 

will also be a film to accompany the exhibition. 

 

www.mwhg.org.uk/tramway 

http://www.mwhg.org.uk/tramway


Copies of the heritage trail leaflet can be downloaded from the website or purchased from 
RSPB Visitors Centre Pagham Harbour, Selsey Town Hall, The Novium and the café at 
Chichester Canal Basin as well as the Colonel Stephens Railway Museum, Tenterden.  
 
Directional signage has been attached to WSCC footpath posts. Information boards are 

available at points of interest along the route, including the 11 stations. 

Let me know if you would like to be added to the circulation of Selsey Tram Way Bulletin. 

In the meantime . . . . . . 

Sidleshamheritagetrail.co.uk  

The LSA website continues to attract interest and communications - the latest being in 

November of this year from the family of John and Mary Pring, the original tenants at No 79 

on the  Fletchers Estate. The family came from Newcastle in May 1937. According to 

Sidlesham School Attendance Register the children had previously attended Wharrier Street 

School in Newcastle and Walker RC in Durham. The family left the LSA in September 1959. 

Daughter Hilda has just died and her family are keen for her story to be told - watch this 

space! 

Best wishes for 2023 
KEEP WELL      KEEP IN TOUCH 
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Thank you for all your continued support and assistance with this project.  
  

Contact: Dr Bill Martin      billm89@hotmail.com    01243 641154  
  

           

  
 


