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EARNLEY PARISH FULL COUNCIL  
 
Minutes of the meeting of Earnley Parish Council held on 24th November 2025 which commenced 
at 19.59pm at Bracklesham Barn, Beech Avenue, Bracklesham. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr’s Robert Carey, John Stant, Frank Doel, John Williams and Keith Martin 

 
In attendance: Vicky Middleton-Head (Clerk), District Cllr. Elizabeth Hamilton and 3 members of the public 
 
82.25 APOLOGIES AND REASON FOR ABSENCE – Apologies received from County Cllr. Pieter Montyn  

 
83.25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN RESPECT OF ANY MATTER ON THE AGENDA - NONE 

 
84.25 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
There is a large overhang to Almodington Lane just past Grange corner causing partial obstruction to the 
Highway. Clerk advised that this has been reported to WSCC Highways requesting that this is cut back. 
 
The SID located on Almodington Lane requires the battery to be changed along with a proposal of 
monitoring and changing the batteries when required. Cllr. Stant advised that he would liaise directly with 
the local resident to discuss this. 

 
85.25 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Apologies received from County Councillor Pieter Montyn 
 
86.25 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – District Councillor Elizabeth Hamilton advised that the 
Government Consultation regarding Local Government Re-organisation is now live. Residents are urged to 
consider the options and vote for their preferred option. Council AGREED that as a Parish Council we will not 
make a comment but all Councillors are urged to make their own comments using the link.  
Local government reorganisation in East Sussex and Brighton and Hove, and West Sussex - GOV.UK 
In addition, CDC has now allocated £15k for bunds to be installed at marine Drive Car Park in West Wittering 
to provide additional protection from illegal encampments. Cabinet is due to meet next week to confirm the 
Tax Base for 2026/27 
 
87.25 MINUTES 
On a proposal by Cllr. Carey it was RESOLVED to agree and sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held 
on 22nd September 2025 and this was duly completed.   

 
88.25 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT ALREADY ON THE AGENDA - NONE 
 
89.25 FINANCE 
 
1. Bank Balance as at date of meeting £147,510 
2. Payments- On a proposal by the Chairman, it was RESOLVED to ratify the payments made on 19th 

September 2025 and 21st October 2025. 
Vicky Middleton-Head £  39.49   EWBPC   £  25.50 
Vicky Middleton-Head £628.90  Device Doctors  £488.00 
HMRC   £207.88  HMRC   £207.68 
WSCC Pensions  £189.03  Vicky Middleton-Head £629.10 
EE Limited   £  15.00   WSCC Pensions  £189.03 
Unity Trust   £    6.00   Arun & Chichester CAB £125.00 
       SLCC   £300.00 
       EE Limited  £  15.00 
       Unity Trust  £    6.00  

3. Financial Statement and Budget Report – 31st October 2025 – Cllr. Carey confirmed that he has reviewed 
the Financial Accounts for October and reports that the accounts are under control and under budget. 
Cllr. Carey reviewed the Bank reconciliation which showed £147k in cash 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-east-sussex-and-brighton-and-hove-and-west-sussex
https://earnley.sharepoint.com/sites/FullCouncil/Shared%20Documents/General/2025/November%202025/Financial%20Statement.pdf
https://earnley.sharepoint.com/sites/FullCouncil/Shared%20Documents/General/2025/November%202025/Budget%20Report.pdf
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4. Finance Review second quarter – Cllr. Carey reported that he has completed and checked the cashbook,  
VAT and the bank statements and checked several invoices along with the Clerk’s payslip and all was fine. 
Cllr Carey advised that the Clerk appears to have a good handle on the accounts. 

5. Budget monitoring year ending 31st March 2026 – Cllr. Carey, Cllr. Stant and Cllr. Martin met with the 
Clerk this morning to review the budget. 

6. Council NOTED receipt of £52,806.48 CIL funding and agreed to meet in due course to discuss this further. 
7. The budget for 2026/27 was reviewed and an expenditure budget of £25,291 agreed but due to savings 

made in the budget for this year it was proposed to make a reduction of £3000 to the precept. The exact 
figure will not be confirmed until the tax base is received but it is hoped that this will be a reduction for 
residents. 

 
90.25 ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
1. Flood Prevention  
Cllr. Stant advised that on the afternoon of Friday 14th November, foul water covers on Clappers Lane started 
bubbling up and whilst it did not appear to be RAW sewage, it continued through the weekend and until 
Monday morning.  
Cllr. Carey advised that there are still concerns regarding the undersized culvert on Bookers Lane. COUNCIL 
AGREED that if work hasn’t started or a date given to start works by the January meeting, the Parish Council 
should put pressure on the Environment Agency to enforce the work using the powers that they have.  
Cllr. Doel advised that last year subsidence was reported to the highway near Earnley Grange around the 
culvert. West Sussex County Council attended and filled the visible hole, but the subsidence is still visible and 
a potential road safety issue so Clerk to INVESTIGATE AND NOTIFY WSCC HIGHWAYS 
2. Public Rights of Way  
Cllr. Stant advised that following recent inspection and upon completion of the purchase of Footpath 2 
Council will investigate clearing and preparing an area of land to the side of the existing Footpath to create a 
usable cycle path. 
Following the recent email sent by the Clerk to WSCC Highways, the response from Highways was that as no 
safety incidents have been recorded they are not prepared to undertake any road improvements from the 
suggestions made, however advised that any faded lines or missing or damaged signs can be reported using 
the website. The Clerk has reported the faded SLOW signs in Earnley and in particular on Clappers Lane and 
the Clerk will follow up establishing who instructed the installation of the new weight restriction sign on 
Easton Lane. 
3. Sea defences at Medmerry – Nothing to report 
4. Update from Environment Group  
Cllr Doel advised that the hedge opposite the entrance to Poplars Farm is now encroaching the highway and 
needs to be cut back to the verge. In addition, the hedge between Plovers Cottage and Old Willows 
Farmhouse further along also requires cutting back as it also encroaches the highway. CLERK TO REPORT 
Council requested that the CLERK obtain a quote to clear the overgrown brambles within the Earnley Flower 
Meadow all along to the start of Drove Lane. CLERK TO ACTION 
Council noted that there is a motor vehicle abandoned in the RSPB Car Park at Medmerry CLERK TO NOTIFY 
RSPB 
 
91.25 HIGHWAY MATTERS 
1. Bus Shelter and Notice board First Avenue maintenance 
Council AGREED to accept the QUOTE from Andrews Ground Maintenance 
2. Bike Stands Bell Lane and Bracklesham Lane  
Council AGREED to accept the QUOTE from Groundwave Groundworks with the Clerk to purchase suitable 
Bike Racks that will bolt into the concrete and not screw in to maximise security for bicycles left. 
3. SIDS – Nothing discussed 
4. Litterpicking Council requested that this is added to the January Agenda and scheduled for completion in 
the Spring 
5. Book Shelter Almodington Lane  
Council AGREED to accept the QUOTE from Andrews Ground Maintenance 
6. Village Gateway maintenance 
Council AGREED to accept the QUOTE from Andrews Ground Maintenance for clearance of three village 
gateways and the Clerk to obtain a further quote for annual maintenance of all eight gateways for next year. 
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92.25 REPORT ON EXTERNAL MEETINGS - None 
 
93.25 ITEMS FOR NOTING ON FUTURE AGENDAS 
Consider installation of Defibrillator in the Bus Shelter in Almodington Lane, Earnley 
AGAR – Assertion 10  
 
Meeting Ended: 20.47pm 


